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Abstract

Oral traditions play a significant role in the cultural heritage of communities across Southern Africa, including
those in South Sudan. These traditions often serve as primary sources for understanding historical events and
social structures. This qualitative study employs semi-structured interviews with community members from
various regions of South Sudan to gather data on oral traditions. Participant observation and document analysis
complement these methods to provide a comprehensive understanding of the topic. Oral traditions in South Sudan
communities often focus on genealogies, creation myths, and historical events that shaped their societies. They are
passed down through generations with varying degrees of fidelity, influenced by factors such as age and social
status within the community. The study concludes that oral traditions offer valuable insights into the historical
development of Southern African communities in South Sudan but also highlight issues related to veracity and
cultural transmission. Further research should incorporate a broader range of sources, including inscriptions and
archaeological findings, to validate and contextualize oral tradition narratives. Community engagement is crucial
for ensuring that traditional knowledge remains relevant and accessible. oral traditions, historical evidence,
community practices, Southern Africa, South Sudan
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