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Abstract

Village Savings and Loan Associations (VSLAs) have been established as a social financial inclusion mechanism 
in South Africa to empower women economically. The study employed qualitative research methods including 
participant observation and semi-structured interviews to gather data from women members of VSLAs across 
various regions of South Africa. The findings suggest that continued support for VSLAs is crucial to achieving  
broader economic empowerment goals within South African rural communities. Policy makers should consider 
funding initiatives that further integrate VSLA structures into existing social welfare programmes and educational 
curriculums.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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