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Abstract

Universities in Kenya play a crucial role in the country’s education system, economy, and social development. The
academic institutions of higher learning contribute significantly to knowledge production and dissemination across
various disciplines. The research employs qualitative methodologies such as participant observation, semi-
structured interviews, and document analysis to gather insights from university administrators, faculty members,
students, and community leaders. Data collection took place over a period of six months in urban and rural settings
throughout Kenya. Findings suggest that universities in Kenya have established partnerships with local
communities and businesses, facilitating the application of knowledge in practical contexts. A notable theme is the
integration of traditional practices into academic curricula, reflecting the cultural diversity of Kenyan society. This
study underscores the importance of universities as hubs for both theoretical research and applied solutions, which
are essential to Kenya’s socio-economic development. The findings highlight the need for continued collaboration
between academia and local communities to enhance knowledge dissemination and utilization. Recommendations
include fostering more interdisciplinary approaches that incorporate traditional knowledge systems, strengthening
partnerships with industry partners, and implementing innovative methods of knowledge sharing such as open-
access platforms.
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