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Abstract

Islamic scholarship in West Africa has a rich history that extends beyond the borders of modern nation-states,
influencing education and cultural practices across various regions. The study employs a multidisciplinary
approach combining archival research, oral history interviews, and comparative analysis of contemporary
scholarship to provide a comprehensive overview of Islamic scholarly activities in Kenya over the past
millennium. A notable theme emerging from this analysis is the significant influence of Arabic educational
institutions on local vernacular schools, particularly in coastal regions where Arabic was widely used for religious
instruction and knowledge dissemination. The historical trajectory of Islamic scholarship in West Africa
underscores its enduring importance as a conduit for cultural exchange and intellectual development within
communities that have historically maintained strong ties to the broader Islamic world. Policy recommendations
include fostering cross-cultural education initiatives that highlight the contributions of Islamic scholars, ensuring
equitable access to resources for vernacular schools, and promoting collaborative research partnerships between
local and international institutions.
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