African Architectural History Review (Humanities focus)

EEEE

Ethical Crossroads: Reasserting Sovereign Rights in Egyptian
Archaeology and Repatriation Contexts

Fahd Al-Sarraj', Ahmed El-Banna'’

! Tanta University
? Benha University

Published: 06 June 2008 | Received: 18 December 2007 | Accepted: 07 April 2008
Correspondence: falsarraj@hotmail.com

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18872998

Author notes

Fahd Al-Sarraj is dffiliated with Tanta University and focuses on Arts & Humanities research in Africa.
Ahmed El-Banna is dffiliated with Benha University and focuses on Arts & Humanities research in Africa.

Abstract

Egyptian archaeology has long wrestled with ethical dilemmas regarding sovereignty over ancient sites and
artifacts. A review of existing laws, international agreements, and case studies from recent years is employed to
analyse the current landscape of archaeology and repatriation in Egypt. Recent legal reforms have underscored a
proactive stance towards repatriating artifacts based on their cultural significance and historical provenance,
particularly for items with strong ties to Egyptian heritage. While progress has been made, challenges remain in
balancing national interests against global standards of ethical conduct. Enhanced collaboration between Egypt
and international bodies is recommended to ensure equitable and culturally sensitive repatriation processes.
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