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Abstract

{ "background": "Microfinance institutions (MFIs) have gained prominence in supporting small-scale farmers  
globally,  particularly in developing countries like Malawi where agricultural  productivity is  a  critical  issue.",  
"purposeandobjectives": "This study aims to analyse the adoption rates of MFI loan products among small-scale 
farmers and their impact on agricultural yield enhancement. The objectives are to understand farmer perceptions 
and practices related to MFI services and quantify the relationship between MFIs' support and increased crop  
yields.", "methodology": "The study employed qualitative research methods, including semi-structured interviews 
with  a  sample  of  50  small-scale  farmers  in  Malawi's  central  region.  Data  were  collected  through structured  
questionnaires  assessing  financial  management  practices,  loan  product  usage,  and  yield  outcomes.  Thematic 
analysis  was used to interpret  the data.",  "findings":  "Analysis  revealed that  approximately 60% of surveyed  
farmers adopted at least one MFI loan product, with rice being the most popular crop supported by these loans. 
Farmers reported a significant increase in yields from an average of 500 kg per hectare pre-MFI intervention to 
over 800 kg post-intervention.",  "conclusion": "The findings suggest that  MFIs can play a substantial  role in  
enhancing  agricultural  productivity  among  small-scale  farmers  in  Malawi,  particularly  by  focusing  on  rice  
cultivation. However, further research is needed to identify the specific mechanisms through which MFI support  
leads to increased yields.",  "recommendations":  "Policy makers should consider promoting more diverse crop 
options and potentially targeting additional crops such as maize alongside rice to maximise yield benefits for 
small-scale farmers in Malawi.  Additionally,  MFIs could benefit  from offering financial  literacy programmes 
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tailored  specifically  to  agricultural  contexts.",  "keywords":  "Microfinance  Institutions,  Small-Scale  Farmers, 
Agricultural Yield Enhancement, Malawi, Loan Product Adoption", "contributionstatement": "This study provides 
unique insights into the adoption rates and yield impacts of MFI loan products among small-scale farmers in  
Malawi by focusing on a specific region and crop (rice), offering new
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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