African Architectural History Review (Humanities focus)

OE:=10]

Preserving Digital Cultural Heritage in Resource-Limited
Environments: An Egyptian Comparative Study

Magdy Abdelrahman', Ahmed El-Masry*’, Noura Hassan**
! Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, Environmental Research Institute (ERT)
* Ain Shams University
* National Research Centre (NRC), Cairo
¢+ Department of Advanced Studies, National Research Centre (NRC), Cairo

Published: 26 November 2004 | Received: 29 August 2004 | Accepted: 27 October 2004

Correspondence: mabdelrahman@yahoo.com
DOI: 10.5281/zen0do.18795691

Author notes

Magdy Abdelrahman is dffiliated with Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, Environmental Research Institute (ERI)
and focuses on Arts & Humanities research in Africa.
Ahmed El-Masry is dffiliated with Ain Shams University and focuses on Arts & Humanities research in Africa.
Noura Hassan is dffiliated with Department of Advanced Studies, National Research Centre (NRC), Cairo and focuses on
Arts & Humanities research in Africa.

Abstract

Digital preservation of cultural heritage in resource-limited environments poses unique challenges, particularly in
contexts where infrastructure and funding are scarce. The study employs a comparative analysis of existing
preservation practices, including interviews with stakeholders, archival research, and field observations. Data is
analysed using thematic coding. A key finding is the significant disparity between digital preservation efforts in
urban versus rural areas, with only 30% of heritage sites receiving adequate technological support in remote
regions. Effective strategies for digital preservation include leveraging community engagement and local resources
to overcome resource constraints. Recommendations focus on capacity building and policy advocacy. Investment
should be prioritised in training local technicians and establishing collaborative networks across different sectors.
Policy reforms are needed to integrate digital preservation into national heritage initiatives.
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