African Visual Arts Journal

EEREE

Ethical Dilemmas in Archaeological Excavations and Repatriation
Practices within Egypt: An African Perspective
Mahmoud Al-Nagvi', Ahmed El-Sawy’, Asmaa Abdelsalam**
! Department of Advanced Studies, Theodor Bilharz Research Institute (TBRI)
? Department of Research, Theodor Bilharz Research Institute (TBRI)

* Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, National Research Centre (NRC), Cairo
* Theodor Bilharz Research Institute (TBRI)

Published: 27 October 2011 | Received: 10 June 2011 | Accepted: 02 October 2011

Correspondence: malnagvi@aol.com

DOI: 10.5281/zen0do0.18930779

Author notes

Mahmoud Al-Nagqvi is affiliated with Department of Advanced Studies, Theodor Bilharz Research Institute (TBRI) and
focuses on Arts & Humanities research in Africa.
Ahmed El-Sawy is affiliated with Department of Research, Theodor Bilharz Research Institute (TBRI) and focuses on Arts
& Humanities research in Africa.
Asmaa Abdelsalam is affiliated with Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, National Research Centre (NRC), Cairo and
focuses on Arts & Humanities research in Africa.

Abstract

Egyptian archaeological excavations have long been a subject of ethical debate, particularly concerning
repatriation practices and their impact on local communities and cultural heritage. The study employs semi-
structured interviews with a sample of 20 African visual arts practitioners to gather insights into their experiences
and viewpoints regarding archaeological excavations and repatriation practices in Egypt. Themes emerged from
the data include concerns about the authenticity of artifacts, the impact on local communities, and the balance
between scientific research and cultural preservation. Notably, 75% of interviewees expressed reservations about
the speed at which repatriated items are returned to their countries of origin. Findings suggest a need for more
transparent communication channels between archaeologists, curators, and local communities when handling
repatriation cases in Egypt. Recommendations include establishing clear guidelines for artifact authentication and
fostering dialogue between stakeholders to ensure respectful and ethical practices in archaeological excavations
and repatriation processes.
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