
African Literature and Language Studies

Mapping Outcomes of Livestock Insurance Schemes on South 
African Veldt Smallholder Ranchers,

Nomsa Khumalo1, Sipho Motshega2,3

1 Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC)
2 Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC)

3 South African Institute for Medical Research (SAIMR)

Published: 02 August 2005   |   Received: 02 May 2005   |   Accepted: 09 July 2005

Correspondence:   nkhumalo@outlook.com  

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18816364

Author notes

Nomsa Khumalo is affiliated with Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC) and focuses on Arts & Humanities research 
in Africa.

Sipho Motshega is affiliated with Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC) and 
focuses on Arts & Humanities research in Africa.

Abstract

South African veldt smallholder ranchers often face significant financial risks due to livestock losses caused by  
natural disasters and diseases. The study employed a qualitative approach with semi-structured interviews and 
focus group discussions among 50 smallholder ranchers in South African veldt regions. Data was analysed using 
thematic content analysis. A notable outcome was the high proportion (85%) of insured animals, indicating strong 
interest and coverage uptake by farmers despite challenges related to insurance costs and administrative processes.  
Livestock insurance schemes have been moderately effective in providing financial protection for smallholder 
ranchers  in  South  African  veldt  regions.  However,  there  is  room  for  improvement  regarding  cost-recovery 
mechanisms  and  farmer  engagement.  To  enhance  the  effectiveness  of  livestock  insurance  schemes,  it  is  
recommended  to  reduce  administrative  costs,  improve  communication  channels  with  farmers,  and  explore  
innovative financing options such as micro-insurance products.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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