
African Literature and Language Studies

Theatre as Social Commentary in West Africa: A Policy Analysis 
of Senegal's Performance Landscape

Kamissou Ngomane1, Mory Diop2, Samba Faye3,4

1 Cheikh Anta Diop University (UCAD), Dakar
2 Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, Cheikh Anta Diop University (UCAD), Dakar

3 African Institute for Mathematical Sciences (AIMS) Senegal
4 Department of Research, Institut Pasteur de Dakar

Published: 10 October 2012   |   Received: 03 June 2012   |   Accepted: 03 September 2012

Correspondence:   kngomane@hotmail.com  

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18964892

Author notes

Kamissou Ngomane is affiliated with Cheikh Anta Diop University (UCAD), Dakar and focuses on Arts & Humanities 
research in Africa.

Mory Diop is affiliated with Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, Cheikh Anta Diop University (UCAD), Dakar and 
focuses on Arts & Humanities research in Africa.

Samba Faye is affiliated with African Institute for Mathematical Sciences (AIMS) Senegal and focuses on Arts & 
Humanities research in Africa.

Abstract

Theatre in Senegal serves as a platform for social commentary, reflecting and critiquing societal issues through 
performances. A qualitative approach was employed to examine existing policies, interviews with artists,  and  
observations of recent theatrical  productions.  Recent surveys indicate that  over 70% of performances address 
themes related to gender equality and environmental conservation. The policy analysis reveals a significant role 
for theatre in promoting social  commentary and addressing critical  societal  issues in Senegal.  Future policies  
should encourage more productions focusing on underrepresented topics such as economic inequality and cultural  
preservation. Senegalese Theatre, Social Commentary, Policy Analysis, West Africa
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
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