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Abstract

Religious syncretism refers to the blending of beliefs from different religions within a community, often in
response to cultural and social changes. Cultural adaptation among diasporas involves the process by which
individuals or groups modify their culture to suit new environments. The study employed a mixed-methods
approach using structured interviews and participant observation among Nigerian diaspora communities in the
UK. Ethnographic techniques were used to capture nuanced understandings of religious syncretism and cultural
adaptation. A significant proportion (45%) of respondents reported engaging in religious syncretic practices,
combining elements from Christianity, Islam, and traditional African beliefs. Cultural adaptation manifested
through language use, dietary habits, and social norms. Religious syncretism and cultural adaptation appear to be
key factors shaping the experiences of Nigerian diasporas living in the UK. These findings contribute to
understanding the complex interplay between religion and culture within diaspora communities. Future research
should consider longitudinal studies to track changes over time, as well as incorporating more diverse diaspora
groups to gain a broader perspective on religious syncretism and cultural adaptation. Religious Syncretism,
Cultural Adaptation, Diaspora Communities, Nigeria, UK
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