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Abstract

Language revitalization in São Tomé and Príncipe has become a critical aspect of cultural identity preservation as  
part  of  broader  efforts  to  revitalize  indigenous  languages  amidst  colonial  legacies.  The  qualitative  research  
approach involved interviews with community leaders, educators, and members of indigenous language groups. 
Data  were  collected  through  semi-structured  interviews  and  focus  group  discussions  to  capture  diverse 
perspectives on language revitalization efforts. Significant themes emerged regarding the direction and proportion 
of support for language revival initiatives among different age groups and gender demographics in São Tomé and 
Príncipe, highlighting varied motivations for language preservation. The findings underscore the importance of 
inclusive community engagement in language revitalization efforts to effectively promote cultural identity and 
linguistic heritage in São Tomé and Príncipe. Recommendations include fostering collaboration between local  
communities and educational institutions to develop comprehensive language revival programmes that cater to 
diverse needs and interests.

Keywords:  Cultural  Identity,  Indigenous  Languages,  Language Revitalization,  Linguistic  Anthropology,  Oral 
History, Ethnography, Multilingualism

1

mailto:dmboa@aol.com
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.18717786


 2000(1): 20-27 (2000) | Daniel Mboa et al.

📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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