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Abstract

Informal sector dynamics are increasingly recognised as crucial in urban areas of Africa, particularly in Ethiopia
where traditional arts and humanities sectors coexist with modern economic activities. Qualitative research
methods were employed, including semi-structured interviews and observations in selected urban areas,
supplemented by secondary data analysis from government reports and academic journals. A notable theme
emerged regarding the resilience of traditional arts practices despite economic pressures, with approximately 60%
of artisans maintaining their businesses over a decade due to local demand and community support. The study
highlights the importance of fostering policies that recognise and support informal sector dynamics within urban
arts and humanities sectors, particularly in Ethiopia’s diverse cultural context. Policy recommendations include
encouraging government investments in infrastructure for artisans, promoting education on traditional arts
techniques, and supporting market access to enhance sustainability.
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