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Abstract

Eco-friendly building materials have gained attention for their potential to reduce environmental impact in urban 
settlements worldwide. The methodology employed a mixed-methods approach combining quantitative survey 
data  with  qualitative  interviews  to  explore  perceptions  and  practices  related  to  eco-materials  adoption  in  
Kampala’s settlements. In the study area, the proportion of households adopting eco-friendly materials was found 
to be 35%, primarily driven by affordability concerns among respondents.  Interviews revealed that perceived  
durability and aesthetic appeal were key factors in material selection. While initial adoption rates are modest, 
qualitative insights suggest significant potential for future growth with supportive policy interventions aimed at 
reducing material costs and improving quality perceptions. Policy makers should prioritise initiatives to lower the  
cost of eco-friendly materials and enhance their perceived durability and aesthetic qualities to stimulate wider  
uptake  in  Kampala’s  settlements.  Model  estimation  used 

{̂θ }=argmin {θ }sumiell ( yi , fθ(ξ ))+ λlVertθrVert 22,  with  performance  evaluated  using  out-of-sample 

error.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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