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Abstract

Microfinance programmes have been introduced to promote financial inclusion among rural populations in
Ethiopia, with a particular focus on women farmers who often face barriers to accessing formal banking services.
Qualitative data collection methods included in-depth interviews, focus group discussions, and document analysis
to understand perceptions and experiences related to microfinance adoption among rural women farmers in
Ethiopia. Our findings indicate that the majority of participating women (75%) reported positive impacts on their
financial management, though there was significant variation by region and level of programme engagement.
Women from pastoralist communities were less likely to adopt programmes compared to those from agro-pastoral
or agricultural regions. Microfinance adoption among rural Ethiopian women farmers varied significantly across
different regions, with pastoralists being the least engaged group. Overall, while many women reported benefits,
there is room for improvement in programme design and outreach strategies. To enhance financial inclusion,
microfinance programmes should tailor their services to address specific needs of different community groups,
particularly those from pastoralist backgrounds. Increased awareness campaigns are also recommended to boost
uptake among all rural communities.
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