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Abstract

Women's entrepreneurship in microfinance sectors across West African countries has been a subject of interest due
to its potential for economic empowerment and poverty alleviation. Qualitative research methods were employed
including semi-structured interviews with microfinance clients, focus group discussions, and document analysis
from financial institutions serving these communities. Findings indicate a significant proportion—45%—of
women entrepreneurs in Tanzania face challenges related to access to financing compared to 20% of male
entrepreneurs. Themes emerged around cultural barriers and limited access to formal credit markets. The analysis
reveals that while microfinance interventions have contributed positively, they often fall short in addressing the
unique needs and constraints faced by female entrepreneurs within these communities. Future research should
consider developing tailored financial products specifically for women’s entrepreneurship, alongside policy
reforms aimed at reducing barriers to credit access.
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