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Abstract

{ "background": "Innovation hubs within startup ecosystems are pivotal in fostering entrepreneurial activity and
innovation across various regions globally. Kigali’s startup ecosystem, as part of Rwanda’s broader business
landscape, is a significant case study for understanding how these hubs operate and their impact on the local
economy.", "purposeandobjectives": "The purpose of this qualitative study is to explore the role of innovation
hubs within Kigali’s startup ecosystems in promoting entrepreneurial activities. The objectives are to identify key
characteristics of these hubs, understand their influence on startups, and assess their contribution to the Rwandan
business environment.", "methodology": "This study employs a mixed-methods approach, incorporating both
qualitative interviews with stakeholders involved in innovation hubs and quantitative analysis of data from
Kigali’s startup ecosystem. Data collection occurred through semi-structured interviews and secondary research
into existing literature on startup ecosystems.", "findings": "Innovation hubs within Kigali’s startup ecosystems are
characterized by a high concentration of young, tech-savvy entrepreneurs seeking mentorship and resources to
develop their ideas. A notable finding is the significant proportion (75%) of startups receiving support from these
hubs in accessing funding and networking opportunities.", "conclusion": "The study concludes that innovation
hubs play a crucial role in nurturing entrepreneurial talent and fostering innovation within Kigali’s startup
ecosystem, thereby contributing positively to Rwanda’s business environment. Future research should focus on the
long-term impacts of these hubs on local economic development.”, "recommendations": "Given their importance,
it is recommended that policymakers support the growth of innovation hubs by providing necessary infrastructure
and resources. Additionally, there is a need for more comprehensive data collection methods to ensure robust
evaluations of such initiatives in the future.", "keywords": "Innovation Hubs, Startup Ecosystems, Kigali,
Entrepreneurial Activity, Business Environment", "contribution_statement": "This study introduces a novel
methodological approach by integrating both qualitative and quantitative analysis within the context of innovation

hubs in startup ecosystems, offering insights that are not available from either approach alone."
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