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Abstract

Distance education has emerged as a potential solution to address educational disparities in rural Senegalese
communities, where physical infrastructure and resources are limited. Qualitative data were collected through
semi-structured interviews with educators, parents, and students in rural schools across Senegal. Focus groups
were also conducted to gather insights into community perceptions and needs regarding distance learning
initiatives. The findings indicate that while there is a significant interest from the local population in accessing
educational resources remotely, there are substantial barriers related to technological access and inadequate
infrastructure, particularly among remote areas where internet connectivity remains unreliable. Conversely, there
is strong endorsement for innovative pedagogical methods that can be adapted for online platforms. The study
underscores the need for tailored distance education programmes that consider local contexts and community
preferences, alongside robust support systems to facilitate technology adoption in rural settings. Developers of
distance education initiatives should prioritise partnerships with local communities and educational institutions to
foster a culture of digital inclusion. Additionally, investments in improving internet infrastructure are crucial for
ensuring equitable access across all regions.
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