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Abstract

This study explores how indigenous knowledge systems influence business practices in Ethiopia, a country with a
rich cultural heritage and diverse economic landscape. This qualitative study employed semi-structured interviews
and participant observation to gather data from a sample of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) across
Ethiopia. Focus groups were also conducted with business owners and community leaders to complement the
interview data. Themes emerged in relation to traditional agricultural practices, local market dynamics, and social
networks that significantly influence decision-making processes within Ethiopian businesses. For instance, a
notable proportion of SMEs rely on oral traditions for weather forecasting which impacts their planting schedules.
Indigenous knowledge systems play a critical role in the operational strategies of many Ethiopian businesses,
particularly in sectors heavily reliant on climate and local market conditions. Business leaders should consider
integrating traditional practices into modern business models to enhance sustainability and resilience. Policy
makers are encouraged to support research and development that bridges indigenous knowledge with
contemporary business practices.

Keywords: Ethiopia, Indigenous Knowledge, Cultural Heritage, Ethnography, Community-Based, Business
Culture, Oral Tradition


mailto:mtessema@yahoo.com
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.18819785

2005(1): 12-31 (2005) | Muluken Tessema

ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology,
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.

Email: info@parj.africa

Request your copy of the full paper today!

SUBMIT YOUR RESEARCH

Are you a researcher in Africa? We welcome your submissions!

Join our community of African scholars and share your groundbreaking work.

Submit at: app.parj.africa

Scan to visit app.parj.africa

Open Access Scholarship from PARJ

Empowering African Research | Advancing Global Knowledge


https://app.parj.africa/
mailto:info@parj.africa

