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Abstract

This study examines the policy implications of business research in Mali's entrepreneurship ecosystem. An
ethnographic approach was employed to conduct participant observation and semi-structured interviews among
entrepreneurs, policymakers, and community leaders. Data collection took place over six months in two regions of
Mali. Entrepreneurs reported a significant reliance on informal sector funding sources for their operations, with
microfinance institutions accounting for approximately 40% of total funding needs. The findings highlight the
importance of integrating formal financial systems into existing support networks to enhance business
sustainability and growth in Mali's rural areas. There is a need for policy reforms that encourage collaboration
between government bodies, microfinance institutions, and community-based organizations to foster sustainable
economic development in Mali’s rural regions.
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