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Abstract

The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) faces significant challenges in its public procurement sector, with local 
government transparency often lacking, affecting small business access to contracts and opportunities. Theoretical 
frameworks are constructed through literature review, expert consultations, and qualitative analysis of existing 
data  from  public  procurement  records.  The  theoretical  framework  developed  highlights  the  critical  role  of  
transparency in fostering fair  and equitable access for  small  businesses in DRC’s public procurement sector.  
Future research should focus on empirical testing of these insights. Local governments in DRC should prioritise  
improving  procurement  processes  to  enhance  transparency,  thereby  supporting  small  business  growth  and 
economic development.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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