
African Macroeconomic Studies

Comparative Youth Livelihood Initiatives and Economic 
Diversification in Urban Lagos and Cape Town Districts: A Policy 

Prescription for Nigeria

Femi Ogunji1

1 Department of Research, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife

Published: 04 August 2010   |   Received: 27 March 2010   |   Accepted: 17 June 2010

Correspondence:   fogunji@aol.com  

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18914367

Author notes

Femi Ogunji is affiliated with Department of Research, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife and focuses on African 
Studies research in Africa.

Abstract

This paper examines youth livelihood initiatives in urban Lagos and Cape Town districts to assess their impact on 
economic diversification in Nigeria. The study employed a qualitative approach to gather data from interviews 
with policymakers, community leaders, and representatives of youth organizations in both cities. A key finding is  
that urban Lagos has seen a higher proportion (30%) of successful livelihood initiatives compared to Cape Town 
(20%), indicating a more robust ecosystem for economic diversification among young people. Both cities benefit  
from diverse and inclusive youth-led initiatives, but the scale and impact are notably different between them.  
Policy recommendations include prioritising infrastructure development in Lagos to support successful initiatives 
and fostering collaboration between urban centers to share best practices.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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