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Abstract

Environmental justice movements have gained traction in resource-rich communities globally, including South 
Africa's  mineral  wealth  areas.  In  South  Africa,  these  movements  often  focus  on  addressing  environmental 
injustices  and  promoting  sustainable  development.  The  research  employs  qualitative  methods  such  as  semi-
structured  interviews  and  document  analysis  to  understand  local  perceptions  and  experiences  related  to 
environmental issues and their governance. Data from 20 communities across South Africa were analysed for  
thematic coherence. A significant proportion (35%) of interviewed community members reported experiencing 
direct impacts of mining activities, including water contamination and land degradation, which led them to engage  
in collective advocacy efforts against resource extraction companies. The findings underscore the critical role of  
grassroots environmental justice movements in South African communities, highlighting their ability to influence 
policy decisions and promote more equitable resource management practices. Future research should focus on 
long-term sustainability measures and community empowerment strategies. Policy makers are urged to integrate  
community  voices  into  decision-making  processes  related  to  natural  resources,  ensuring  that  sustainable 
development is achieved without exacerbating environmental injustices.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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