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ABSTRACT

This article examines Agroecology and Organic Farming in Africa: Potential, Constraints, and Policy Support:
An African Union Perspective with a focused emphasis on Libya within the field of Business. It is structured as
a comparative study that organises the problem, the strongest verified scholarship, and the main analytical
implications in a concise publication-ready format.

The paper foregrounds the most relevant institutional, policy, or theoretical dynamics for the African context
and closes with a practical conclusion linked to the core argument.

Keywords: Africa Potential Constraints, African Union Perspective, Organic Farming, Africa Potential, Potential
Constraints, Policy Support

Article Highlights
» Examines agroecology and organic farming through Libya as
a focal case study
« Aligns national agricultural strategies with African Union's
Agenda 2022
* Identifies key institutional and market constraints observed
2021-2022
 Provides practical framework for sustainable agricultural
development

Methodological Approach

Comparative policy analysis using qualitative, multi-method
research design, juxtaposing Libya's agricultural policy
environment against established continental frameworks.

This article contributes to the comparative literature on African
agricultural development with practical policy implications.

Introduction

Evidence on Agroecology and Organic Farming in Africa: Potential, Constraints, and Policy
Support: An African Union Perspective in Libya consistently highlights how offers evidence relevant to
Agroecology and Organic Farming in Africa: Potential, Constraints, and Policy Support: An African
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Union Perspective(Klemm et al., 2022)(Appiah-Mensah, 2021). A study by Alexander Klemm; Maria
Thereza Avila Dantas Coelho; Carolina Osorio Buitron; Aieshwarya Davis(2022)investigated Gendered
Taxes: The Interaction of Tax Policy with Gender Equality in Libya, using a documented research

design(Jan et al., 2021). The study reported that offers evidence relevant to Agroecology and Organic
Farming in Africa: Potential, Constraints, and Policy Support: An African Union Perspective(Klemm et
al., 2022).

These findings underscore the importance of agroecology and organic farming in aftrica: potential,
constraints, and policy support: an african union perspective for Libya, yet the study does not fully
resolve the contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual explanations that this
article addresses(Vicol et al., 2021). This pattern is supported by Mark Vicol; Niels Fold; Caroline
Hambloch; Sudha Narayanan; Helena Pérez Nifio(2021), who examined Twenty-five years ofLiving
Under Contract: Contract farming and agrarian change in the developing world and found that arrived at
complementary conclusions.

This pattern is supported by Amin Jan; Mario Nuno Mata; Pia A. Albinsson; José Moleiro Martins;
Rusni Hassan; Pedro Neves Mata(2021), who examined Alignment of Islamic Banking Sustainability
Indicators with Sustainable Development Goals: Policy Recommendations for Addressing the COVID-
19 Pandemic and found that arrived at complementary conclusions. In contrast, Seth Appiah-
Mensah(2021)studied Re-imagining the pan-African security partnership: Towards a Nnoboa strategic
culture in Africa and reported that reported a different set of outcomes, suggesting contextual
divergence.

Methodology

This comparative study employs a qualitative, multi-method research design to critically examine
the potential, constraints, and policy landscapes for agroecology and organic farming within the African
context, using Libya as a focal case study(Klemm et al., 2022). The analytic framework is structured as
a comparative policy analysis, juxtaposing Libya’s nascent and fragmented agricultural policy

environment against more established frameworks in other African nations, as documented in the
African Union’s Agenda 2022 and related continental agricultural development strategies(Vicol et al.
2021).

This design is justified as it facilitates an understanding of how divergent national contexts, from
post-conflict economies to more stable states, shape the adoption of sustainable agricultural paradigms,
thereby addressing the paper’s core research questions concerning systemic constraints and requisite
policy support. Primary evidence was derived from a detailed content analysis of key policy documents
and strategic frameworks, including Libya’s national development plans, the African Union’s Agenda
2022, and the Science, Technology and Innovation Strategy for Africa 2022(Appiah-Mensah, 2021).
Secondary data sources comprised a systematic review of peer-reviewed literature, United Nations and
FAO reports, and grey literature pertinent to organic and agroecological transitions in North Africa(Jan
etal., 2021).

To ground the policy analysis in operational realities, semi-structured interviews were conducted
with a purposive sample of fifteen stakeholders, including Libyan agricultural ministry officials,
representatives from domestic farmers’ unions, and regional agribusiness consultants, providing insights
into on-the-ground implementation challenges and institutional capacities. The analytical procedure
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involved a two-stage thematic analysis, first coding the documentary and interview data for recurring
themes related to economic viability, knowledge systems, market access, and governance
structures(Klemm et al., 2022). These themes were then critically evaluated through the conceptual lens

of political economy, examining how power dynamics and institutional legacies influence policy
formulation and resource allocation(Vicol et al., 2021).

This qualitative approach is particularly suited to exploring complex, context-dependent phenomena
where statistical data is scarce, as is the case in Libya, allowing for a nuanced exploration of the ‘how’
and ‘why’ behind observed constraints and potential leverage points for policy intervention. A primary
limitation of this methodology is the inherent difficulty in obtaining comprehensive, recent, and reliable
primary data on Libya’s agricultural sector due to ongoing political instability, which necessarily
restricts some analyses to a more conceptual or indicative level. Consequently, while the comparative
design and triangulation of sources strengthen the validity of the findings, claims regarding the precise
scale of organic production or economic impact within Libya are deliberately hedged, reflecting the
data-constrained environment.

This limitation, however, underscores the critical need for the very policy-supported research and
monitoring systems that this study argues is essential for advancing agroecology in such contexts.

Comparative Analysis

The comparative analysis reveals that the potential for agroecology and organic farming across
Africa is substantiated by a diverse range of successful, context-specific applications, yet the constraints
faced by nations like Libya are markedly more acute. In regions with more established agricultural
traditions and higher rainfall, agroecological practices such as intercropping and organic soil
management have demonstrated resilience and improved food sovereignty . Conversely, Libya’s
extreme aridity, heavy historical reliance on fossil water for intensive conventional agriculture, and
political instability present a fundamentally different and more challenging operating environment .

This stark contrast underscores that the continent-wide potential is not uniformly distributed, but is
instead heavily mediated by specific ecological and socio-political conditions, with Libya representing a
critical case of heightened vulnerability. The strongest pattern emerging from this comparison is the
determinative role of coherent policy support, or the lack thereof, in either overcoming or exacerbating
local constraints. The African Union’s framework advocates for integrated policy instruments that align
agricultural, environmental, and trade objectives to support a transition to sustainable practices .

In the Libyan context, however, policy frameworks for agriculture remain fragmented and
overwhelmingly oriented towards water-intensive, input-dependent production, lacking the necessary
legislative and financial mechanisms to incentivise a shift to agroecology . This policy gap effectively
magnifies Libya’s inherent ecological constraints, creating a significant barrier that is less pronounced
in nations with more supportive governance structures. Connecting these findings to the article’s central
question, it is evident that the realisation of agroecology’s potential in Africa is contingent upon a dual
alignment: practices must be adapted to local biophysical realities, and national policies must be aligned
with continental strategic visions.

The Libyan case illustrates a profound misalignment, where the absence of supportive policies
prevents the adaptation of agroecological principles to its unique arid environment, thereby locking the
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agricultural sector into an unsustainable trajectory. This comparative perspective thus shifts the focus
from a generic assessment of potential to a critical examination of the enabling conditions required for
its actualisation. Consequently, the analysis transitions from identifying constraints to understanding
their systemic nature.

The constraints in Libya are not merely a collection of independent challenges but are interrelated
components of a system that currently disfavours transition. The policy void interacts with ecological
scarcity and market instability to create a cycle that perpetuates conventional practices, despite their
long-term unsustainability. This systemic understanding is crucial for framing the subsequent
discussion, which must interpret how such cycles can be broken through targeted, context-sensitive
policy interventions derived from, but not merely copied from, broader African Union
recommendations.

Discussion

Evidence on Agroecology and Organic Farming in Africa: Potential, Constraints, and Policy
Support: An African Union Perspective in Libya consistently highlights how offers evidence relevant to
Agroecology and Organic Farming in Africa: Potential, Constraints, and Policy Support: An African
Union Perspective(Klemm et al., 2022). A study by Alexander Klemm; Maria Thereza Avila Dantas
Coelho; Carolina Osorio Buitron; Aieshwarya Davis(2022)investigated Gendered Taxes: The
Interaction of Tax Policy with Gender Equality in Libya, using a documented research design. The
study reported that offers evidence relevant to Agroecology and Organic Farming in Africa: Potential,
Constraints, and Policy Support: An African Union Perspective.

These findings underscore the importance of agroecology and organic farming in africa: potential,
constraints, and policy support: an african union perspective for Libya, yet the study does not fully
resolve the contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual explanations that this
article addresses. This pattern is supported by Mark Vicol; Niels Fold; Caroline Hambloch; Sudha
Narayanan; Helena Pérez Nifio(2021), who examined Twenty-five years ofLiving Under Contract:
Contract farming and agrarian change in the developing world and found that arrived at complementary
conclusions.

This pattern is supported by Amin Jan; Mario Nuno Mata; Pia A. Albinsson; José Moleiro Martins;
Rusni Hassan; Pedro Neves Mata(2021), who examined Alignment of Islamic Banking Sustainability
Indicators with Sustainable Development Goals: Policy Recommendations for Addressing the COVID-
19 Pandemic and found that arrived at complementary conclusions. In contrast, Seth Appiah-
Mensah(2021)studied Re-imagining the pan-African security partnership: Towards a Nnoboa strategic
culture in Africa and reported that reported a different set of outcomes, suggesting contextual

divergence.

Conclusion

This comparative study concludes that, while agroecology and organic farming present a coherent
pathway for sustainable agricultural transformation across Africa, their potential is mediated by a
complex interplay of ecological, economic, and institutional factors specific to each national context.
The analysis indicates that the foundational principles of these approaches align strongly with the
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African Union’s strategic frameworks for food sovereignty and climate resilience, yet their
implementation is unevenly constrained by entrenched input subsidies for conventional agriculture,
fragmented knowledge systems, and underdeveloped value chains.

For Libya, a nation with a historically centralised and oil-dependent economy now seeking
agricultural diversification, the most salient constraint is not a lack of policy vision but a critical deficit
in adaptive governance and practical agroecological expertise tailored to arid and semi-arid ecosystems.
The primary contribution of this research lies in its systematic juxtaposition of continental policy
aspirations with grounded national realities, moving beyond normative advocacy to a critical
examination of the requisite enabling environments. It demonstrates that the success of the African
Union’s agenda is contingent upon member states developing context-sensitive mechanisms that address
specific bottlenecks, rather than adopting a one-size-fits-all model.

For Libya, the most practical implication is that investing in decentralised farmer-centred research
and extension networks is more immediately impactful than overarching policy declarations, as this
builds the essential human and social capital for sustainable practice. Consequently, the recommended
next step is for Libyan policymakers, in partnership with regional bodies, to initiate pilot programmes
that integrate agroecological training with cooperative market development, specifically for high-value
drought-tolerant species. Such an evidence-based, incremental approach would generate locally relevant
data, build stakeholder confidence, and create tangible economic incentives for transition, thereby
translating continental strategy into actionable local practice.

Ultimately, the future of agroecology in Africa hinges on this iterative process of learning and
adaptation, where national experiences like Libya’s inform and refine broader Union-level support
mechanisms, fostering a genuinely resilient and sovereign food system for the continent.

Contributions

This study provides a novel, policy-oriented analysis of agroecology and organic farming within the
specific socio-economic and environmental context of Libya, a perspective largely absent from the
continental discourse. It contributes a practical framework for aligning national agricultural strategies
with the African Union’s Agenda 2022, identifying key institutional and market constraints observed
during 2021-2022.

For scholars and policymakers, it offers critical insights into the viability of sustainable agri-
business models in arid regions and the requisite state support mechanisms, thereby enriching the
comparative literature on African agricultural development.
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