
African Rural Economics (Economics/Agri/Geography 
crossover)

Policy Terrain in Ugandan Agribusiness: An Ethnographic 
Exploration

Nakawo Ssemogerere1,2, Tuswa Kigulu3

1 Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, Medical Research Council (MRC)/UVRI and LSHTM Uganda 
Research Unit

2 Uganda National Council for Science and Technology (UNCST)
3 Medical Research Council (MRC)/UVRI and LSHTM Uganda Research Unit

Published: 06 August 2011   |   Received: 04 May 2011   |   Accepted: 11 July 2011

Correspondence:   nssemogerere@hotmail.com  

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18938687

Author notes

Nakawo Ssemogerere is affiliated with Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, Medical Research Council (MRC)/UVRI 
and LSHTM Uganda Research Unit and focuses on Business research in Africa.

Tuswa Kigulu is affiliated with Medical Research Council (MRC)/UVRI and LSHTM Uganda Research Unit and focuses 
on Business research in Africa.

Abstract

Ugandan agribusiness is a significant sector in the country's economy, contributing to food security and rural  
livelihoods. However, policy landscapes within this sector are complex and often influenced by local dynamics. 
The  research  employs  qualitative  methods  including  participant  observation,  semi-structured  interviews,  and 
document  analysis  to  gather  data  from key  stakeholders  in  the  Ugandan  agribusiness  sector.  Local  farmers 
reported  a  20%  increase  in  crop  yields  due  to  the  implementation  of  new  irrigation  systems  supported  by  
government policies. Policies in Uganda’s agribusiness sector are often poorly aligned with local realities, leading 
to mixed outcomes. This study highlights the importance of integrating context-specific knowledge into policy  
formulation. Policy makers should prioritise stakeholder engagement and incorporate empirical evidence from 
field studies when designing agricultural policies.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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