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Abstract

Indigenous Knowledge Systems (IKS) in Zambian business practices have not been extensively studied within
academic literature, despite their potential to inform contemporary management practices and enhance
organisational success. Theoretical synthesis and conceptual modelling will be employed to construct the
framework, drawing from existing literature on indigenous knowledge, management theory, and African studies.
The framework proposes that integrating elements of indigenous knowledge can offer small businesses in Zambia
unique competitive advantages by fostering sustainability, cultural preservation, and effective community
engagement. Business leaders in Zambia should consider incorporating IKS into their strategic planning to better
align with local contexts and values. This could include adopting traditional agricultural methods or engaging
more deeply with community stakeholders.
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