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Abstract

In Southern Rwanda, smallholder farmers face significant financial barriers to accessing credit necessary for
agricultural productivity improvements. An ethnographic study involving participant observation, interviews,
focus groups, and document review among local farmers and microfinance staff. The microfinance programme
achieved a 65% coverage rate of targeted farmer clients, with a notable increase in loan repayment rates from 40%
to 72% over the three years. While initial challenges were encountered, this study highlights effective strategies
for improving credit access and financial inclusion among smallholder farmers. Recommendation is provided for
scaling up inclusive banking practices by fostering stronger community engagement and leveraging digital
financial services.
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