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Abstract

This study examines language policies in multilingual Nigerian states and their impact on education outcomes.  
Qualitative methods were employed, including interviews with educators, policymakers, and community leaders in 
selected  multilingual  states.  Participant  observation  and  document  analysis  provided  additional  insights  into 
language policy implementation and its effects on schooling environments. Interviews revealed that while there is 
a strong emphasis on English as the primary medium of instruction across all schools, local languages are often 
marginalized, leading to inconsistent educational quality and student performance disparities between regions with 
more robust bilingual education programmes and those without. Language policies in multilingual Nigerian states 
have significant implications for education outcomes, particularly affecting students'  language proficiency and  
academic achievement. The findings highlight the need for a balanced approach that integrates both English and 
local languages effectively to enhance educational equity. Policymakers should develop comprehensive bilingual  
education frameworks that prioritise local languages while maintaining the importance of English as a lingua 
franca in Nigerian society. This includes allocating resources, training teachers, and establishing clear guidelines 
for language use in schools across different regions.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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