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Abstract

Early childhood development (ECD) initiatives are crucial for addressing developmental disparities in Northern
Sudan, where cognitive growth is often hampered by socio-economic challenges and cultural factors. Theoretical
analysis of existing literature, including studies from both Sudan and Egypt, will be employed to develop the
framework. This involves synthesizing data on ECD programmes, developmental benchmarks, and contextual
factors influencing early cognitive growth in African settings. The theoretical framework will offer a robust model
for understanding and improving ECD programmes in diverse African settings, providing specific
recommendations for programme design and evaluation based on empirical evidence. Recommendations include
the integration of socio-economic indicators into programme assessment metrics, emphasising community
engagement, and leveraging technology to enhance learning outcomes. These strategies are particularly crucial in
Egypt where similar disparities exist but with different contextual nuances.
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