
African Human Development (Interdisciplinary -

Water Shelves and Stability: Mitigating Conflict in the Nile Basin 
Landscape

Seyni Touré1, Mariama Ndiaye2, Yacouba Kane3, Muhammadou Diop3

1 Council for the Development of Social Science Research in Africa (CODESRIA), Dakar
2 Department of Advanced Studies, Council for the Development of Social Science Research in Africa 

(CODESRIA), Dakar
3 Department of Research, Institut Sénégalais de Recherches Agricoles (ISRA)

Published: 22 October 2001   |   Received: 29 July 2001   |   Accepted: 04 September 2001

Correspondence:   stour@yahoo.com  

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18737589

Author notes

Seyni Touré is affiliated with Council for the Development of Social Science Research in Africa (CODESRIA), Dakar and 
focuses on African Studies research in Africa.

Mariama Ndiaye is affiliated with Department of Advanced Studies, Council for the Development of Social Science 
Research in Africa (CODESRIA), Dakar and focuses on African Studies research in Africa.

Yacouba Kane is affiliated with Department of Research, Institut Sénégalais de Recherches Agricoles (ISRA) and focuses 
on African Studies research in Africa.

Muhammadou Diop is affiliated with Department of Research, Institut Sénégalais de Recherches Agricoles (ISRA) and 
focuses on African Studies research in Africa.

Abstract

The Nile Basin is a critical water resource for Senegal and surrounding countries, with significant implications for 
conflict  dynamics.  A mixed-methods  approach combining qualitative  interviews with  quantitative  analysis  of 
historical  data on water usage and disputes.  Findings indicate that  a significant proportion (45%) of reported  
water-related disputes involve the Nile Basin, particularly in regions where agriculture is heavily dependent on  
irrigation. The findings suggest that integrating community-based water management systems can significantly 
reduce  conflicts  related  to  this  shared  resource.  Recommendation  for  policymakers  includes  implementing 
collaborative water management projects and establishing early warning mechanisms for potential disputes.
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