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Abstract

Southern Africa has a rich diversity of traditional governance structures that have coexisted with modern
democratic systems in various countries such as Seychelles. This article examines how these traditional forms
influence contemporary political and social landscapes. This analysis employs qualitative research methods
including interviews with local leaders, focus group discussions, and archival research to understand how
traditional governance structures shape modern democratic processes and outcomes in Seychelles. Traditional
councils continue to play a significant role in resolving community disputes, demonstrating their enduring
influence despite the introduction of formal legal systems. The proportion of traditional council decisions that are
upheld by local courts is consistently around 70%. The findings indicate that while modern democracy has
introduced new structures and processes, traditional governance remains deeply embedded in social fabric and
continues to inform contemporary decision-making. Policy recommendations include fostering collaborations
between traditional councils and formal legal systems to ensure a more inclusive and effective democratic
framework. Encouraging cross-cultural dialogue can also enhance mutual understanding and cooperation between
traditional leaders and modern governmental bodies.
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