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ABSTRACT

The entrepreneurial ecosystem in The Gambia remains under-researched, particularly regarding the
longitudinal interplay between institutional support mechanisms, access to finance, and enterprise
sustainability. A critical gap exists in understanding how micro and small enterprises navigate this environment
to achieve viability. This study aims to analyse the determinants of enterprise viability within the Gambian
entrepreneurial ecosystem. Its objectives are to quantify the impact of financial and non-financial support
services on business survival and to qualitatively explore entrepreneurs’ lived experiences of systemic barriers
and enablers. A sequential explanatory mixed-methods design was employed. Phase one involved a
quantitative survey of a stratified random sample of enterprise owners. Phase two comprised in-depth
phenomenological interviews with a purposively selected sub-sample to contextualise the statistical findings.
Quantitatively, enterprises with access to both formal microfinance and business development training were 2.3
times more likely to report profit growth. Qualitatively, a dominant theme was the critical, yet often informal,
role of community-based savings groups (osusu) in bridging gaps left by formal financial institutions.
Enterprise viability is contingent upon a hybrid support system that integrates formal microfinance with robust,
contextually relevant non-financial services and acknowledges the centrality of informal financial networks.
Policymakers and development practitioners should design integrated support packages that formally recognise
and leverage informal financial mechanisms. Microfinance institutions should develop products that
complement, rather than compete with, existing community-based savings practices. entrepreneurial
ecosystem, enterprise viability, mixed methods, microfinance, The Gambia This study provides a novel,
integrated analysis of formal and informal institutional supports, introducing a hybrid viability framework
specific to the West African context and presenting a unique longitudinal dataset on Gambian enterprises.
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Article Highlights Methodological Note

* Enterprises with access to both formal microfinance and | A sequential explanatory mixed-methods design was
business training were 2.3 times more likely to report profit | employed, combining a quantitative survey of enterprise
growth. owners with in-depth phenomenological interviews.

« Community-based savings groups (osusu) play a critical,
informal role in bridging gaps left by formal financial
institutions.

This analysis is based on a unique longitudinal dataset on Gambian
enterprises (2000-2026).

* The study introduces a novel hybrid viability framework
specific to the West African context.
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* Policymakers should design integrated support packages that
formally leverage informal financial mechanisms.
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This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology,
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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