African Poverty Reduction Studies (Interdisciplinary -

EZHEE

Health Systems Resilience in Epidemic Response: Insights from
Nigeria's Experience,
Felix Aina', Oluwaseyi Adekunle>’
! Department of Research, University of Ilorin

? Department of Advanced Studies, University of Ilorin
¢ Department of Research, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria

Published: 14 March 2003 | Received: 22 October 2002 | Accepted: 12 February 2003

Correspondence: faina@vyahoo.com

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18780007

Author notes

Felix Aina is dffiliated with Department of Research, University of Ilorin and focuses on African Studies research in
Africa.
Oluwaseyi Adekunle is affiliated with Department of Advanced Studies, University of Ilorin and focuses on African Studies
research in Africa.

Abstract

Health systems in Africa face unique challenges during epidemics due to resource constraints and infrastructure
gaps. A qualitative analysis of government documents and expert interviews focusing on the public health sector's
preparedness and response mechanisms. Nigeria’s healthcare system was inadequately equipped to manage SARS
outbreaks; there were insufficient trained personnel and limited diagnostic facilities, leading to delays in
containment efforts. The study underscores the need for enhanced training programmes and infrastructure
development within Nigeria's health sector to improve epidemic response capabilities. Investment in healthcare
workforce development and strengthening of diagnostic capacities are recommended as key interventions.
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