
African Urban Development Studies (Interdisciplinary -

The Historical Foundations of Contemporary Governance 
Challenges in Moroccan Society

Aicha El Hadji1,2, Ousmane Berrada3,4

1 Department of Advanced Studies, University Ibn Tofail, Kenitra
2 National Center for Scientific and Technical Research (CNRST)

3 Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, National Center for Scientific and Technical Research (CNRST)
4 University Ibn Tofail, Kenitra

Published: 19 December 2011   |   Received: 20 August 2011   |   Accepted: 05 November 2011

Correspondence:   ahadji@yahoo.com  

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18942080

Author notes

Aicha El Hadji is affiliated with Department of Advanced Studies, University Ibn Tofail, Kenitra and focuses on African 
Studies research in Africa.

Ousmane Berrada is affiliated with Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, National Center for Scientific and Technical 
Research (CNRST) and focuses on African Studies research in Africa.

Abstract

Morocco's urban governance faces significant challenges that are often traced back to historical socio-economic  
conditions. An ethnographic study employing participant observation, interviews, and archival research to explore  
the interplay between past and present urban management challenges. Themes such as land tenure systems and 
colonial  administrative  practices  continue  to  shape  current  governance  dilemmas  in  Moroccan  cities,  with  a  
notable proportion of historical disputes persisting in modern legal conflicts. The study underscores the importance 
of  understanding  historical  context  for  addressing  contemporary  governance  gaps  effectively.  Policy 
recommendations should address both past and present governance structures, integrating traditional practices into  
current urban planning frameworks.
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This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
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