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Abstract

Digital literacy programmes have been implemented in Ethiopia to bridge the digital divide and enhance economic 
productivity.  However,  their  impact  on  gender  equity  remains  underexplored.  A  mixed-methods  approach 
combining  qualitative  interviews  and  quantitative  surveys  was  employed.  Participatory  action  research 
methodologies  were  used  for  data  collection  and  analysis.  Participatory  learning  revealed  significant  
improvements in digital skills among both men and women, with a notable increase of 25% in computer literacy  
among female participants compared to baseline levels (90% vs. 65%). The findings suggest that targeted digital 
literacy programmes can contribute positively to gender equity by fostering equal access and usage of technology.  
Future  initiatives  should  prioritise  community  engagement,  continuous  feedback  loops,  and  tailored  training 
modules  based  on  local  needs.  Model  estimation  used 

{̂θ }=argmin {θ }sumiell ( yi , fθ(ξ ))+ λlVertθrVert 22,  with  performance  evaluated  using  out-of-sample 

error.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
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