African Online Learning Studies

EFHEE

National Curricula Integration of Education for Sustainable
Development in South Africa: A Policy Analysis

Ngiyam Nkosi'

! University of Zululand

Published: 11 March 2002 | Received: 29 October 2001 | Accepted: 09 February 2002

Correspondence: nnkosi(@yahoo.com

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18751134

Author notes

Ngiyam Nkosi is dffiliated with University of Zululand and focuses on Education research in Africa.

Abstract

Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) in South Africa's national curricula aims to integrate
environmental, social, and economic aspects of sustainability into educational systems. A content analysis
approach was employed to examine current national curricula documents for evidence of ESD integration. The
analysis revealed a mixed level of ESD incorporation, with some subjects showing strong alignment while others
had minimal or no presence of sustainability themes. Current policies on ESD in South Africa's national curricula
are insufficient to fully address the comprehensive approach required for sustainable development. A more
systematic and explicit integration strategy should be developed, including specific curriculum guidelines and
teacher training programmes.
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