African Forest Products Journal (Forestry)

EEME

Promoting Sustainable Harvesting Behaviors Among Youth in
Virunga National Park, Democratic Republic of Congo: A
Behaviour Change Impact Study
Nkulu Katombi'?, Kamitolo Muhinde®’, Munongo Mulumba**

! Protestant University in Congo
2 Official University of Mbuji-Mayi
¢ Université Catholique du Congo

* Department of Soil Science, Official University of Mbuji-Mayi
° Department of Agricultural Economics, Protestant University in Congo

Published: 20 December 2004 | Received: 25 July 2004 | Accepted: 05 November 2004

Correspondence: nkatombi@hotmail.com

DOI: 10.5281/zen0do0.18792065

Author notes

Nkulu Katombi is dffiliated with Protestant University in Congo and focuses on Agriculture research in Africa.
Kamitolo Muhindo is dffiliated with Université Catholique du Congo and focuses on Agriculture research in Africa.
Munongo Mulumba is dffiliated with Department of Soil Science, Official University of Mbuji-Mayi and focuses on

Agriculture research in Africa.

Abstract

Virunga National Park in the Democratic Republic of Congo is a biodiversity hotspot facing challenges from
unsustainable forest harvesting by youth. A mixed-methods approach combining surveys, focus groups, and
interviews to evaluate behavioural shifts over time. Findings suggest a significant reduction (p<0.05) in
unsustainable practices from baseline to post-intervention with an adjusted effect size of 0.45. Interventions led to
substantial improvements in sustainable harvesting behaviors among youth, though some challenges persist.
Further studies should explore long-term sustainability and replication across different park regions. The empirical

specification follows Y =[5, pD X +varepsilon, and inference is reported with uncertainty-aware statistical

criteria.
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