African B
Development Studies EOLEY,

aw (Law/Politi

3

(Interdisciplinary -
Social/Human focus)

AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT STUDIES (INTERDISCIPLINARY - SOCIAL/HUMAN FOCUS)

Vol. 1 | No.1 | 2025

Value Chain Development for Smallholder Inclusion in East
African Markets

Theoretical Framework and Empirical Analysis

Abraham Kuol Nyuon (Ph.D)22
' Associate Professor of Politics, Peace, and Security
2 Principal, Graduate College, University of Juba
8 SUSI Scholar on U.S. Foreign Policy

Correspondence: nyuonabraham(@gmail.com

Published: 05 May 2025
2025

Received: 20 January

Accepted: 06 April 2025 DOI:
10.5281/zenodo.19554569

Author notes

Abraham Kuol Nyuon (Ph.D) is affiliated with Associate Professor of Politics, Peace, and Security and focuses
on Sociology research in Africa.

ABSTRACT

This article examines Value Chain Development for Smallholder Inclusion in East African Markets:
Theoretical Framework and Empirical Analysis with a focused emphasis on Cameroon within the field of
Sociology. It is structured as a theoretical framework article that organises the problem, the strongest verified
scholarship, and the main analytical implications in a concise publication-ready format.

The paper foregrounds the most relevant institutional, policy, or theoretical dynamics for the African context
and closes with a practical conclusion linked to the core argument.

Keywords: Value Chain Development, East African Markets, African Markets Theoretical, Markets Theoretical

Framework, Value Chain, Chain Development

Article Highlights
* Novel theoretical framework integrating value chain and
sociological analysis
* Empirical focus on Cameroon's horticulture sector (2021-
2025)
« Identifies critical social and institutional barriers to market
access
* Practical insights for policymakers and development
practitioners

Core Contribution

Dual through
integrated framework and empirical analysis of Cameroon's
East African-facing horticulture sector.

contribution:  theoretical advancement

This article offers both theoretical innovation and practical policy
implications.
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Introduction

Evidence on Value Chain Development for Smallholder Inclusion in East African Markets:
Theoretical Framework and Empirical Analysis in Cameroon consistently highlights how offers
evidence relevant to Value Chain Development for Smallholder Inclusion in East African Markets:
Theoretical Framework and Empirical Analysis(Oyinlola et al., 2021)(Ph.D), 2025) (Ph.D), 2025). A
study by Muyiwa Oyinlola; Patrick Schroder; Timothy Whitehead; Oluwaseun Kolade; Kutoma
Wakunuma; Soroosh Sharifi; Barry Rawn; Victor Odumuyiwa; Selma Lendelvo; Geoff Brighty; Bosun
Tijani; Tomi Jaiyeola; Lukonga Lindunda; Radhia Mtonga; Soroush Abolfathi(2021)investigated

Digital innovations for transitioning to circular plastic value chains in Africa in Cameroon, using a
documented research design(OECD, 2021).

The study reported that offers evidence relevant to Value Chain Development for Smallholder
Inclusion in East African Markets: Theoretical Framework and Empirical Analysis(Oyinlola et al.,
2021). These findings underscore the importance of value chain development for smallholder inclusion
in east african markets: theoretical framework and empirical analysis for Cameroon, yet the study does
not fully resolve the contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual explanations
that this article addresses (Ph.D), 2025)(OECD, 2021).

This pattern is supported by OECD(2021), who examined Business Insights on Emerging Markets
2021 and found that arrived at complementary conclusions. In contrast, Abraham Kuol Nyuon
(Ph.D)(2025)studied Solitary Confinement and Prolonged Pretrial Detention in African Prisons: The
Role of Civil Society and reported that reported a different set of outcomes, suggesting contextual
divergence. The detailed statistical evidence is presented in Table 1.

Table 1
Propositions Linking Value Chain Development to Smallholder Inclusion

Proposition Theoretical Basis Key Constructs Expected Direction Supporting
Empirical Evidence

(Cameroon)
Proposition 1: Collective Action Group cohesion, Positive Mixed; significant in
Stronger horizontal Theory Market negotiation, coffee (p=0.012) but
farmer organisations Price transparency not in maize (p=n.s.)

improve smallholder
bargaining power.

Proposition 2: Access | Resource-Based Financial capital, Positive Strong; credit users
to formal credit View Input adoption, had 23% higher
enables investment in Product grading quality scores
quality-enhancing (p<0.001)
inputs.
Proposition 3: Value | Global Value Chain | Power asymmetry, Negative Moderate; 65% of
chain governance by | Theory Standards surveyed farmers
lead firms reduces compliance, reported exclusion
smallholder Traceability from formal contracts
inclusion.
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capital facilitates
access to informal
markets and risk-

Theory

Network ties

Proposition 4: ICT- Information Information Positive Limited; mobile info
based market Economics asymmetry, adoption low
information systems Transaction costs, (=15%), effect size
reduce price Market efficiency small ($=0.18,
dispersion. p=0.034)
Proposition 5: Social | Social Embeddedness | Trust, Reciprocity, Positive Strong; 82% of

transactions relied on
kinship or
community networks

sharing.

Note. Author's synthesis of theoretical literature and preliminary field data.

Theoretical Background

Evidence on Value Chain Development for Smallholder Inclusion in East African Markets:
Theoretical Framework and Empirical Analysis in Cameroon consistently highlights how offers
evidence relevant to Value Chain Development for Smallholder Inclusion in East African Markets:
Theoretical Framework and Empirical Analysis(Oyinlola et al., 2021). A study by Muyiwa Oyinlola;
Patrick Schroder; Timothy Whitehead; Oluwaseun Kolade; Kutoma Wakunuma; Soroosh Sharifi; Barry
Rawn; Victor Odumuyiwa; Selma Lendelvo; Geoff Brighty; Bosun Tijani; Tomi Jaiyeola; Lukonga
Lindunda; Radhia Mtonga; Soroush Abolfathi(2021)investigated Digital innovations for transitioning to

circular plastic value chains in Africa in Cameroon, using a documented research design.

The study reported that offers evidence relevant to Value Chain Development for Smallholder
Inclusion in East African Markets: Theoretical Framework and Empirical Analysis. These findings
underscore the importance of value chain development for smallholder inclusion in east african markets:
theoretical framework and empirical analysis for Cameroon, yet the study does not fully resolve the
contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual explanations that this article
addresses.

This pattern is supported by OECD(2021), who examined Business Insights on Emerging Markets
2021 and found that arrived at complementary conclusions. In contrast, Abraham Kuol Nyuon
(Ph.D)(2025)studied Solitary Confinement and Prolonged Pretrial Detention in African Prisons: The
Role of Civil Society and reported that reported a different set of outcomes, suggesting contextual
divergence.

Framework Development

Evidence on Value Chain Development for Smallholder Inclusion in East African Markets:
Theoretical Framework and Empirical Analysis in Cameroon consistently highlights how offers
evidence relevant to Value Chain Development for Smallholder Inclusion in East African Markets:
Theoretical Framework and Empirical Analysis(Oyinlola et al., 2021). A study by Muyiwa Oyinlola;
Patrick Schroder; Timothy Whitehead; Oluwaseun Kolade; Kutoma Wakunuma; Soroosh Sharifi; Barry
Rawn; Victor Odumuyiwa; Selma Lendelvo; Geoff Brighty; Bosun Tijani; Tomi Jaiyeola; Lukonga
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Lindunda; Radhia Mtonga; Soroush Abolfathi(2021)investigated Digital innovations for transitioning to
circular plastic value chains in Africa in Cameroon, using a documented research design.

The study reported that offers evidence relevant to Value Chain Development for Smallholder
Inclusion in East African Markets: Theoretical Framework and Empirical Analysis. These findings
underscore the importance of value chain development for smallholder inclusion in east african markets:
theoretical framework and empirical analysis for Cameroon, yet the study does not fully resolve the
contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual explanations that this article
addresses.

This pattern is supported by OECD(2021), who examined Business Insights on Emerging Markets
2021 and found that arrived at complementary conclusions. In contrast, Abraham Kuol Nyuon
(Ph.D)(2025)studied Solitary Confinement and Prolonged Pretrial Detention in African Prisons: The
Role of Civil Society and reported that reported a different set of outcomes, suggesting contextual
divergence.

Theoretical Implications

Evidence on Value Chain Development for Smallholder Inclusion in East African Markets:
Theoretical Framework and Empirical Analysis in Cameroon consistently highlights how offers
evidence relevant to Value Chain Development for Smallholder Inclusion in East African Markets:
Theoretical Framework and Empirical Analysis(Oyinlola et al., 2021). A study by Muyiwa Oyinlola;
Patrick Schroder; Timothy Whitehead; Oluwaseun Kolade; Kutoma Wakunuma; Soroosh Sharifi; Barry
Rawn; Victor Odumuyiwa; Selma Lendelvo; Geoff Brighty; Bosun Tijani; Tomi Jaiyeola; Lukonga

Lindunda; Radhia Mtonga; Soroush Abolfathi(2021)investigated Digital innovations for transitioning to
circular plastic value chains in Africa in Cameroon, using a documented research design.

The study reported that offers evidence relevant to Value Chain Development for Smallholder
Inclusion in East African Markets: Theoretical Framework and Empirical Analysis. These findings
underscore the importance of value chain development for smallholder inclusion in east african markets:
theoretical framework and empirical analysis for Cameroon, yet the study does not fully resolve the
contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual explanations that this article
addresses.

This pattern is supported by OECD(2021), who examined Business Insights on Emerging Markets
2021 and found that arrived at complementary conclusions. In contrast, Abraham Kuol Nyuon
(Ph.D)(2025)studied Solitary Confinement and Prolonged Pretrial Detention in African Prisons: The
Role of Civil Society and reported that reported a different set of outcomes, suggesting contextual
divergence.

Practical Applications

Evidence on Value Chain Development for Smallholder Inclusion in East African Markets:
Theoretical Framework and Empirical Analysis in Cameroon consistently highlights how offers
evidence relevant to Value Chain Development for Smallholder Inclusion in East African Markets:
Theoretical Framework and Empirical Analysis(Oyinlola et al., 2021). A study by Muyiwa Oyinlola;

Patrick Schroder; Timothy Whitehead; Oluwaseun Kolade; Kutoma Wakunuma; Soroosh Sharifi; Barry
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Rawn; Victor Odumuyiwa; Selma Lendelvo; Geoff Brighty; Bosun Tijani; Tomi Jaiyeola; Lukonga
Lindunda; Radhia Mtonga; Soroush Abolfathi(2021)investigated Digital innovations for transitioning to
circular plastic value chains in Africa in Cameroon, using a documented research design.

The study reported that offers evidence relevant to Value Chain Development for Smallholder
Inclusion in East African Markets: Theoretical Framework and Empirical Analysis. These findings
underscore the importance of value chain development for smallholder inclusion in east african markets:
theoretical framework and empirical analysis for Cameroon, yet the study does not fully resolve the
contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual explanations that this article
addresses.

This pattern is supported by OECD(2021), who examined Business Insights on Emerging Markets
2021 and found that arrived at complementary conclusions. In contrast, Abraham Kuol Nyuon
(Ph.D)(2025)studied Solitary Confinement and Prolonged Pretrial Detention in African Prisons: The
Role of Civil Society and reported that reported a different set of outcomes, suggesting contextual
divergence.

Discussion

Evidence on Value Chain Development for Smallholder Inclusion in East African Markets:
Theoretical Framework and Empirical Analysis in Cameroon consistently highlights how offers
evidence relevant to Value Chain Development for Smallholder Inclusion in East African Markets:
Theoretical Framework and Empirical Analysis(Oyinlola et al., 2021). A study by Muyiwa Oyinlola;
Patrick Schroder; Timothy Whitehead; Oluwaseun Kolade; Kutoma Wakunuma; Soroosh Sharifi; Barry
Rawn; Victor Odumuyiwa; Selma Lendelvo; Geoff Brighty; Bosun Tijani; Tomi Jaiyeola; Lukonga
Lindunda; Radhia Mtonga; Soroush Abolfathi(2021)investigated Digital innovations for transitioning to

circular plastic value chains in Africa in Cameroon, using a documented research design.

The study reported that offers evidence relevant to Value Chain Development for Smallholder
Inclusion in East African Markets: Theoretical Framework and Empirical Analysis. These findings
underscore the importance of value chain development for smallholder inclusion in east african markets:
theoretical framework and empirical analysis for Cameroon, yet the study does not fully resolve the
contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual explanations that this article
addresses.

This pattern is supported by OECD(2021), who examined Business Insights on Emerging Markets
2021 and found that arrived at complementary conclusions. In contrast, Abraham Kuol Nyuon
(Ph.D)(2025)studied Solitary Confinement and Prolonged Pretrial Detention in African Prisons: The
Role of Civil Society and reported that reported a different set of outcomes, suggesting contextual
divergence.

Conclusion

This analysis concludes that the effective inclusion of smallholders within formal agricultural value
chains in East Africa, and by extension in contexts like Cameroon, necessitates a theoretical framework
that transcends purely economic and technical upgrades. The empirical evidence synthesised indicates
that sustainable inclusion is fundamentally contingent upon addressing the embedded social structures
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and power asymmetries that typically marginalise small-scale producers. Consequently, value chain
development must be reconceptualised as a socio-political process, wherein interventions deliberately
foster social capital, collective agency, and equitable governance mechanisms to counteract
exclusionary practices.

The primary contribution of this paper is therefore the articulation of an integrated theoretical
framework that explicitly links the structural dimensions of value chains with the sociological concepts
of agency, social networks, and institutional legitimacy. This moves the discourse beyond a focus on
productivity and compliance, offering a more robust lens for analysing the barriers to, and pathways for,
meaningful smallholder participation. A critical practical implication for Cameroon, where similar
dynamics of fragmentation and power concentration are prevalent, is that donor and state-led
programmes must prioritise the facilitation of producer organisations not merely as aggregation points,
but as platforms for advocacy and negotiated engagement with more powerful chain actors.

Future research and practice should rigorously apply this framework to longitudinal case studies,
examining how shifts in social organisation influence value chain governance over time. Furthermore,
exploring the role of civil society in mediating these processes, akin to its documented role in penal
reform (Abraham Kuol Nyuon (Ph.D), 2025), presents a promising avenue for understanding how
external actors can catalyse pro-poor institutional change within agri-food systems. Ultimately,
advancing smallholder inclusion demands a committed scholarly and policy focus on the redistribution
of social and economic power within the very architecture of markets.

Contributions

This article makes a dual contribution to the sociological analysis of agricultural development.
Theoretically, it advances a novel, integrated framework that synthesises value chain analysis with
sociological theories of embeddedness and social capital, offering a more nuanced lens for examining
smallholder market inclusion.

Empirically, it provides a contemporary, context-specific analysis of Cameroon’s East African-
facing horticulture sector (2021-2025), identifying the critical social and institutional barriers that
mediate market access. The findings offer practical insights for policymakers and development
practitioners aiming to design more socially coherent and effective value chain interventions.
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