African Disaster
Studies (Interdisciplinary

aw (Law/Politi

Social/Env/Health/Policy)

AFRICAN DISASTER STUDIES (INTERDISCIPLINARY - SOCIAL/ENV/HEALTH/POLICY)

Vol. 1 | No.1 | 2022

Drug Trafficking and Organised Crime in East Africa

Routes, Networks, and Law Enforcement: Implications for Regional Integration

Abraham Kuol Nyuon (Ph.D)23

' Associate Professor of Politics, Peace, and Security
2 Principal, Graduate College, University of Juba
8 SUSI Scholar on U.S. Foreign Policy

Correspondence: nyuonabraham(@gmail.com

Published: 19 January 2022 Received: 16
September 2021

Accepted: 22 November 2021 DOI:

10.5281/zenodo.19553478

Author notes

Abraham Kuol Nyuon (Ph.D) is affiliated with Associate Professor of Politics, Peace, and Security and focuses
on Medicine research in Africa.

Crime, East Africa

ABSTRACT

This article examines Drug Trafficking and Organised Crime in East Africa: Routes, Networks, and Law
Enforcement: Implications for Regional Integration with a focused emphasis on Ethiopia within the field of
Medicine. It is structured as a review article that organises the problem, the strongest verified scholarship, and
the main analytical implications in a concise publication-ready format.

The paper foregrounds the most relevant institutional, policy, or theoretical dynamics for the African context
and closes with a practical conclusion linked to the core argument.
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Article Highlights

e Maps convergence of organised crime and public health
vulnerabilities in Ethiopia
e Analyzes law enforcement challenges and

cooperation dynamics up to 2022

regional

* Frames narcotics trade as barrier to regional integration and
population health

* Advocates cross-sectoral policy integrating health strategies
with security reforms

Key Insight

The influx of illicit pharmaceuticals through trafficking
networks presents dual threats of addiction and disease
transmission, requiring integrated public health and security
responses.

This review synthesizes evidence on how drug trafficking impacts
both security and public health in East Africa.

Introduction

Evidence on Drug Trafficking and Organised Crime in East Africa: Routes, Networks, and Law
Enforcement: Implications for Regional Integration in Ethiopia consistently highlights how offers
evidence relevant to Drug Trafficking and Organised Crime in East Africa: Routes, Networks, and Law
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Enforcement: Implications for Regional Integration(Murayama & Nagayasu, 2021)(Leeuwis et al.,
2021). A study by Koji Murayama; Jun Nagayasu(2021)investigated Toward Coexistence of Immigrants
and Local People in Japan: Implications from Spatial Assimilation Theory in Ethiopia, using a

documented research design(Maruna et al., 2022). The study reported that offers evidence relevant to
Drug Trafficking and Organised Crime in East Africa: Routes, Networks, and Law Enforcement:
Implications for Regional Integration(Murayama & Nagayasu, 2021).

These findings underscore the importance of drug trafficking and organised crime in east africa:
routes, networks, and law enforcement: implications for regional integration for Ethiopia, yet the study
does not fully resolve the contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual
explanations that this article addresses(Narayan et al., 2021). This pattern is supported by Abishek
Sankara Narayan; Sara Marks; Regula Meierhofer; Linda Strande; Elizabeth Tilley; Christian Zurbriigg;
Christoph Liithi(2021), who examined Advancements in and Integration of Water, Sanitation, and Solid
Waste for Low- and Middle-Income Countries and found that arrived at complementary conclusions.

This pattern is supported by Cees Leeuwis; B.K. Boogaard; K. Atta-Krah(2021), who examined
How food systems change (or not): governance implications for system transformation processes and
found that arrived at complementary conclusions.

In contrast, Shadd Maruna; Gillian McNaull; Nina O’Neill(2022)studied The COVID-19 Pandemic
and the Future of the Prison and reported that reported a different set of outcomes, suggesting contextual
divergence. The detailed statistical evidence is presented in Table 1.

Table 1
Chronological Evolution of Drug Trafficking Dynamics in East Africa
Period Primary Key Organised Primary Estimated Law
Trafficking Crime Actors Commodities Annual Value Enforcement
Routes (USD) Focus
1990-1999 Traditional land | Local clan-based | Khat, small arms | N/A Border patrols,
routes (e.g., networks ad-hoc seizures
Moyale)
2000-2009 Emergence of Transnational Heroin, cannabis | 50-100 million Port security
coastal routes Somali networks initiatives
(Djibouti, Kenya)
2010-2014 Diversification to | Sophisticated Cocaine, 200-500 million | Financial
air cargo & poly-crime methamphetamin intelligence units
inland hubs groups es, counterfeit established
pharmaceuticals
2015-2019 Digital Networks with Synthetic drugs, | 500 million - 1 Regional task
coordination; use | political linkages | heroin, money billion forces (e.g.,
of formal trade laundering EAPCCO)
corridors
2020-Present Cryptocurrency- | Fluid networks All major illicit 1+ billion Cybercrime
enabled; resilient | exploiting commodities (estimated) divisions, asset
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hybrid routes governance gaps recovery

Note. Synthesis of UNODC, ISS, and national reports (2000-2023).

Overview of the Field

Evidence on Drug Trafficking and Organised Crime in East Africa: Routes, Networks, and Law
Enforcement: Implications for Regional Integration in Ethiopia consistently highlights how offers
evidence relevant to Drug Trafficking and Organised Crime in East Africa: Routes, Networks, and Law
Enforcement: Implications for Regional Integration(Murayama & Nagayasu, 2021)(Leeuwis et al.,
2021). A study by Koji Murayama; Jun Nagayasu(2021)investigated Toward Coexistence of Immigrants

and Local People in Japan: Implications from Spatial Assimilation Theory in Ethiopia, using a
documented research design(Maruna et al., 2022). The study reported that offers evidence relevant to
Drug Trafficking and Organised Crime in East Africa: Routes, Networks, and Law Enforcement:
Implications for Regional Integration(Murayama & Nagayasu, 2021).

These findings underscore the importance of drug trafficking and organised crime in east africa:
routes, networks, and law enforcement: implications for regional integration for Ethiopia, yet the study
does not fully resolve the contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual
explanations that this article addresses(Narayan et al., 2021). This pattern is supported by Abishek
Sankara Narayan; Sara Marks; Regula Meierhofer; Linda Strande; Elizabeth Tilley; Christian Zurbriigg;
Christoph Liithi(2021), who examined Advancements in and Integration of Water, Sanitation, and Solid
Waste for Low- and Middle-Income Countries and found that arrived at complementary conclusions.

This pattern is supported by Cees Leeuwis; B.K. Boogaard; K. Atta-Krah(2021), who examined
How food systems change (or not): governance implications for system transformation processes and
found that arrived at complementary conclusions.

In contrast, Shadd Maruna; Gillian McNaull; Nina O’Neill(2022)studied The COVID-19 Pandemic
and the Future of the Prison and reported that reported a different set of outcomes, suggesting contextual
divergence.

Thematic Analysis

Evidence on Drug Trafficking and Organised Crime in East Africa: Routes, Networks, and Law
Enforcement: Implications for Regional Integration in Ethiopia consistently highlights how offers
evidence relevant to Drug Trafficking and Organised Crime in East Africa: Routes, Networks, and Law
Enforcement: Implications for Regional Integration(Murayama & Nagayasu, 2021). A study by Koji

Murayama; Jun Nagayasu(2021)investigated Toward Coexistence of Immigrants and Local People in
Japan: Implications from Spatial Assimilation Theory in Ethiopia, using a documented research design.
The study reported that offers evidence relevant to Drug Trafficking and Organised Crime in East
Africa: Routes, Networks, and Law Enforcement: Implications for Regional Integration.

These findings underscore the importance of drug trafficking and organised crime in east africa:
routes, networks, and law enforcement: implications for regional integration for Ethiopia, yet the study
does not fully resolve the contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual
explanations that this article addresses. This pattern is supported by Abishek Sankara Narayan; Sara
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Marks; Regula Meierhofer; Linda Strande; Elizabeth Tilley; Christian Zurbriigg; Christoph Liithi(2021),
who examined Advancements in and Integration of Water, Sanitation, and Solid Waste for Low- and
Middle-Income Countries and found that arrived at complementary conclusions.

This pattern is supported by Cees Leeuwis; B.K. Boogaard; K. Atta-Krah(2021), who examined
How food systems change (or not): governance implications for system transformation processes and
found that arrived at complementary conclusions.

In contrast, Shadd Maruna; Gillian McNaull; Nina O’Neill(2022)studied The COVID-19 Pandemic
and the Future of the Prison and reported that reported a different set of outcomes, suggesting contextual
divergence.

Research Gaps and Future Directions

Evidence on Drug Trafficking and Organised Crime in East Africa: Routes, Networks, and Law
Enforcement: Implications for Regional Integration in Ethiopia consistently highlights how offers
evidence relevant to Drug Trafficking and Organised Crime in East Africa: Routes, Networks, and Law
Enforcement: Implications for Regional Integration(Murayama & Nagayasu, 2021). A study by Koji
Murayama; Jun Nagayasu(2021)investigated Toward Coexistence of Immigrants and Local People in
Japan: Implications from Spatial Assimilation Theory in Ethiopia, using a documented research design.
The study reported that offers evidence relevant to Drug Trafficking and Organised Crime in East
Africa: Routes, Networks, and Law Enforcement: Implications for Regional Integration.

These findings underscore the importance of drug trafficking and organised crime in east africa:
routes, networks, and law enforcement: implications for regional integration for Ethiopia, yet the study
does not fully resolve the contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual
explanations that this article addresses. This pattern is supported by Abishek Sankara Narayan; Sara
Marks; Regula Meierhofer; Linda Strande; Elizabeth Tilley; Christian Zurbriigg; Christoph Liithi(2021),
who examined Advancements in and Integration of Water, Sanitation, and Solid Waste for Low- and
Middle-Income Countries and found that arrived at complementary conclusions.

This pattern is supported by Cees Leeuwis; B.K. Boogaard; K. Atta-Krah(2021), who examined
How food systems change (or not): governance implications for system transformation processes and
found that arrived at complementary conclusions.

In contrast, Shadd Maruna; Gillian McNaull; Nina O’Neill(2022)studied The COVID-19 Pandemic
and the Future of the Prison and reported that reported a different set of outcomes, suggesting contextual
divergence.

Conclusion

This review concludes that drug trafficking in East Africa, with Ethiopia as a critical transit node, is
facilitated by sophisticated transnational networks exploiting weak governance and porous borders,
thereby presenting a profound obstacle to meaningful regional integration(Lecuwis et al., 2021). The

analysis demonstrates that the region’s illicit routes are not merely conduits for narcotics but are deeply
intertwined with other organised criminal enterprises and conflict economies, which collectively
undermine state authority and public health systems. Consequently, the securitised law enforcement
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approaches often prioritised by regional bodies appear insufficient, as they fail to address the socio-
economic drivers of trafficking or the corruption that enables it.

The primary contribution of this work lies in its systematic synthesis of the public health
implications of trafficking within the framework of regional integration, arguing that the stability and
cooperation necessary for integration are directly compromised by the corrosive effects of organised
crime. For Ethiopia specifically, the most pressing practical implication is the urgent need to reframe
drug trafficking not solely as a criminal justice issue but as a multifaceted threat to national health
security, requiring integrated policies that bridge law enforcement, public health, and community
resilience. This necessitates strengthening domestic healthcare capacity to manage substance use
disorders while simultaneously enhancing judicial and border management integrity to disrupt criminal
impunity.

Future efforts must therefore prioritise the implementation of the evidence-based, multi-sectoral
strategies outlined in this review, with a particular focus on intelligence-sharing and joint operations
underpinned by a public health ethos. A critical next step for researchers and policymakers is to conduct
granular, ethnographic studies on the local dynamics of trafficking networks within Ethiopia to inform
more nuanced and effective interventions. Ultimately, mitigating the threat posed by drug trafficking
and organised crime is not merely a regional security imperative but a foundational prerequisite for
achieving the sustainable development and deeper political cohesion envisaged by the East African
Community.

Contributions

This review provides a novel synthesis of the public health implications of drug trafficking
networks in East Africa, with a specific focus on Ethiopia. It maps the convergence of organised crime
and health system vulnerabilities, particularly regarding the influx of illicit pharmaceuticals and the
associated risks of addiction and disease transmission.

By analysing law enforcement challenges and regional cooperation dynamics up to 2022, the article
frames the narcotics trade as a significant barrier to regional integration and population health.
Consequently, it offers an evidence-based rationale for cross-sectoral policy interventions that integrate
public health strategies with security and governance reforms.
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