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ABSTRACT

Background: Maternal mortality remains a critical public health challenge in sub-Saharan Africa. While access to
care has improved, the quality of services is a decisive yet under-evaluated factor influencing health outcomes.

Longitudinal assessments of service quality are scarce.

Purpose and objectives: This study aimed to evaluate longitudinal trends in maternal health service quality and
to quantify disparities between facility types and geographical regions over a multi-decade period.
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Article Highlights
« Overall maternal health service quality showed a significant
positive trend from 2000-2024.
* A 15.2 percentage point quality gap persists between private
and public facilities.
* Regional inequality in service quality, though narrowing,
remains statistically significant.
 Systemic inequities in quality may undermine broader gains
in maternal health equity.

Methodological Note

Analysis uses a composite quality index and linear mixed-
effects models on nationally representative facility survey
data.

This analysis reveals enduring structural inequities behind
aggregate quality improvements.
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