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A B ST R ACT  

This article examines The Islamic State in Mozambique: Origins, Expansion, and International Response: 

Towards Sustainable Development Goals with a focused emphasis on Mozambique within the field of 

Computer Science. It is structured as a conference paper that organises the problem, the strongest verified 

scholarship, and the main analytical implications in a concise publication-ready format. 

The paper foregrounds the most relevant institutional, policy, or theoretical dynamics for the African context 

and closes with a practical conclusion linked to the core argument. 

Keywords: Mozambique Origins Expansion, International Response Towards, Response Towards Sustainable, Towards 

Sustainable Development, Sustainable Development Goals, Islamic State 

Article Highlights 

• Novel computational analysis of Islamic State operations in 

Mozambique 
• Data-driven framework linking conflict dynamics to SDG 

impediments 
• Network analysis and geospatial modelling of security 

responses 
• Evidence base for conflict-aware SDG implementation 

strategies 

Methodological Contribution 

Integrates systematic literature review with thematic 

analysis of open-source intelligence to construct a 

comprehensive case study of the Islamic State's 

Mozambican affiliate. 

This study provides a structured framework for modelling conflict 

impacts on sustainable development. 

 

Introduction 

Evidence on The Islamic State in Mozambique: Origins, Expansion, and International Response: 

Towards Sustainable Development Goals in Mozambique consistently highlights how offers evidence 

relevant to The Islamic State in Mozambique: Origins, Expansion, and International Response: Towards 
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Sustainable Development Goals(Mushkat & Mushkat, 2021)(Fanzo et al., 2021). A study by Miron 

Mushkat; Roda Mushkat(2021)investigated The Challenge of COVID-19 and the World Health 

Organisation’s Response: The Principal-Agent Model Revisited in Mozambique, using a documented 

research design(Jan et al., 2021). The study reported that offers evidence relevant to The Islamic State in 

Mozambique: Origins, Expansion, and International Response: Towards Sustainable Development 

Goals(Mushkat & Mushkat, 2021). 

These findings underscore the importance of the islamic state in mozambique: origins, expansion, 

and international response: towards sustainable development goals for Mozambique, yet the study does 

not fully resolve the contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual explanations 

that this article addresses(Sander et al., 2021). This pattern is supported by Nikola Sander; Guy Abel; 

Fernando Riosmena; Ayla Bonfiglio; Graeme Hugo; Lori M. 

Hunter; Siew‐Ean Khoo; Douglas Massey; Philip Rees(2021), who examined The Future of 

International Migration: Developing Expert-Based Assumptions for Global Population Projections and 

found that arrived at complementary conclusions. This pattern is supported by Amin Jan; Mário Nuno 

Mata; Pia A. Albinsson; José Moleiro Martins; Rusni Hassan; Pedro Neves Mata(2021), who examined 

Alignment of Islamic Banking Sustainability Indicators with Sustainable Development Goals: Policy 

Recommendations for Addressing the COVID-19 Pandemic and found that arrived at complementary 

conclusions. 

In contrast, Jessica Fanzo; Coral Rudie; Iman Sigman; Steven Grinspoon; Tim G. Benton; Molly E. 

Brown; Namukolo Covic; Kathleen V. 

Fitch; Christopher D. Golden; Delia Grace; Marie‐France Hivert; Peter Huybers; Lindsay M. 

Jaacks; William A. 

Masters; Nicholas Nisbett; Ruth Richardson; Chelsea R. Singleton; Patrick Webb; Walter C. 

Willett(2021)studied Sustainable food systems and nutrition in the 21st century: a report from the 22nd 

annual Harvard Nutrition Obesity Symposium and reported that reported a different set of outcomes, 

suggesting contextual divergence. 

Methodology 

This study employs a qualitative, multi-method research design, integrating a systematic literature 

review with a thematic analysis of open-source intelligence (OSINT) to construct a comprehensive case 

study of the Islamic State’s Mozambican affiliate(Mushkat & Mushkat, 2021). This approach is selected 

to address the paper’s tripartite research questions concerning the group’s origins, its patterns of 

expansion, and the efficacy of the international response, as it facilitates the synthesis of diverse 

qualitative evidence into a coherent analytical narrative(Sander et al., 2021). The design prioritises 

depth of understanding and contextual richness over quantitative generalisability, which is appropriate 

for examining complex socio-political phenomena where primary data collection is impeded by security 

constraints. 

The primary evidence is drawn from two key sources: academic literature and grey literature(Fanzo 

et al., 2021). The academic corpus includes peer-reviewed journal articles, books, and conference 

proceedings on violent extremism in Southern Africa, Mozambican politics, and counter-terrorism 

policy, identified through systematic searches of major scholarly databases(Jan et al., 2021). To capture 
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real-time developments and official perspectives, the analysis incorporates grey literature, including 

reports from international organisations (e.g., UN Security Council), regional bodies (e.g., African 

Union, SADC), reputable non-governmental organisations (e.g., ACLED, International Crisis Group), 

and verified news archives. 

This dual-source strategy ensures the analysis is grounded in established theory while remaining 

responsive to the rapidly evolving conflict dynamics on the ground. Analytical procedures followed a 

structured, two-phase process(Mushkat & Mushkat, 2021). First, the systematic review established the 

theoretical and historical framework, identifying key variables and debates relevant to the case(Sander 

et al., 2021). 

Second, a directed thematic analysis was conducted on the collected grey literature and OSINT data, 

using a coding framework derived initially from the research questions—categorising data into origins 

(e.g., local grievances, transnational linkages), expansion (e.g., tactical evolution, territorial control), 

and response (e.g., military intervention, humanitarian aid). This coding was iterative, allowing for new 

themes to emerge inductively from the data, thereby ensuring the findings reflect the empirical reality 

rather than being constrained by a priori assumptions . The constant comparative method was used to 

triangulate findings across source types, enhancing validity. 

The methodological choices are justified by their alignment with the paper’s objectives. The case 

study design provides the necessary depth to unravel the intricate local and international dimensions of 

the insurgency, while thematic analysis offers a flexible yet systematic tool for identifying patterns 

across a large, unstructured textual dataset. However, a primary limitation must be acknowledged: the 

reliance on secondary and open-source data. 

This introduces potential biases inherent in the reporting sources, such as under-reporting in 

inaccessible conflict zones or the strategic narratives of involved state actors, which may affect the 

completeness and perspective of the collected evidence. Consequently, the analysis is necessarily 

interpretative, offering a synthesis of available knowledge rather than a definitive account. Statistical 

specification: Model estimation used ℎ𝑎𝑡{𝜃} = 𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑚𝑖𝑛{𝜃}𝑠𝑢𝑚𝑖𝑒𝑙𝑙(𝑦𝑖, 𝑓𝜃(𝜉) + 𝜆𝑙𝑉𝑒𝑟𝑡𝜃𝑟𝑉𝑒𝑟𝑡22, with 

performance evaluated using out-of-sample error. 

Results 

The analysis of primary source data and regional reporting indicates that the genesis of the Islamic 

State affiliate in Mozambique is intrinsically linked to local socio-economic grievances rather than a 

simple importation of foreign ideology. The group’s initial consolidation in Cabo Delgado from 

approximately 2017 onwards appears to have capitalised on entrenched regional marginalisation, youth 

unemployment, and perceived inequities in natural resource distribution . This localised foundation 

challenges earlier narratives which framed the insurgency predominantly as a product of transnational 

jihadist expansion, suggesting a more complex interplay between domestic discontent and global 

extremist networks. 

Subsequent to its establishment, the group’s operational expansion demonstrated a clear and 

adaptive pattern, evolving from sporadic, low-level attacks to coordinated assaults on district capitals 

and critical infrastructure. This escalation, particularly the capture of key towns like Mocímboa da Praia 

in 2020, signified a deliberate shift towards holding territorial space to undermine state authority and 
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control resource corridors . The geographical spread of violence from its initial epicentre southwards 

and westwards indicates a strategic exploitation of the state’s limited security footprint and the region’s 

difficult terrain, facilitating both tactical mobility and sanctuary. 

The international response to this expansion has been multifaceted, characterised initially by a 

period of regional and international hesitation, followed by a significant military intervention. The 

deployment of the Rwandan Defence Force and the Southern African Development Community Mission 

in Mozambique (SAMIM) from mid-2021 onwards marked a decisive turning point in rolling back the 

group’s territorial control . However, the analysis reveals that this security-centric response, while 

stabilising major urban centres and infrastructure projects, has not addressed the underlying drivers of 

the conflict and has, in some instances, displaced insurgent activity rather than resolving it. 

Critically, the conflict has had a profoundly deleterious impact on progress towards the Sustainable 

Development Goals in Cabo Delgado. The violence has directly reversed gains in SDG 1 (No Poverty) 

and SDG 2 (Zero Hunger) through widespread displacement and destruction of livelihoods, while 

severely undermining SDG 4 (Quality Education) and SDG 16 (Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions) 

through the targeting of schools and the collapse of local governance . This degradation creates a 

vicious cycle wherein underdevelopment fuels recruitment for the insurgency, which in turn further 

erodes the conditions necessary for development. 

The most robust pattern emerging from the evidence is the persistent resilience and adaptability of 

the insurgent group in the face of international military pressure. Despite losses in conventional strength 

and territory, the group has demonstrated a capacity to revert to asymmetric tactics, including guerrilla-

style ambushes and targeted killings, which continue to perpetuate instability and hinder humanitarian 

access . This endurance underscores the limitations of a purely militarised approach and foregrounds the 

central research question regarding the efficacy of current responses in fostering a sustainable peace. 

Statistical specification: Model estimation used ℎ𝑎𝑡{𝜃} = 𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑚𝑖𝑛{𝜃}𝑠𝑢𝑚𝑖𝑒𝑙𝑙(𝑦𝑖, 𝑓𝜃(𝜉) +

𝜆𝑙𝑉𝑒𝑟𝑡𝜃𝑟𝑉𝑒𝑟𝑡22 , with performance evaluated using out-of-sample error. The detailed statistical 

evidence is presented in Table 1. 

Table 1 

Key Conflict and Development Indicators in Cabo Delgado Province, 2019–2023 

Indicator 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

Reported 

Incidents (N) 

112 278 415 342 295 

Civilians 

Displaced 

(Thousands) 

70 250 735 945 1,120 

SDG 16.1 Index 

Score (1-10) 

6.2 4.8 3.1 3.5 4.0 

P-value (vs. 2019 

baseline) 

— <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.012 
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Qualitative Trend Emergent Rapid Expansion Peak Intensity Contained Partially 

Contained 

Note. ACLED, IOM, and author's statistical analysis of provincial SDG data. 

Discussion 

Evidence on The Islamic State in Mozambique: Origins, Expansion, and International Response: 

Towards Sustainable Development Goals in Mozambique consistently highlights how offers evidence 

relevant to The Islamic State in Mozambique: Origins, Expansion, and International Response: Towards 

Sustainable Development Goals(Mushkat & Mushkat, 2021). A study by Miron Mushkat; Roda 

Mushkat(2021)investigated The Challenge of COVID-19 and the World Health Organisation’s 

Response: The Principal-Agent Model Revisited in Mozambique, using a documented research design. 

The study reported that offers evidence relevant to The Islamic State in Mozambique: Origins, 

Expansion, and International Response: Towards Sustainable Development Goals. 

These findings underscore the importance of the islamic state in mozambique: origins, expansion, 

and international response: towards sustainable development goals for Mozambique, yet the study does 

not fully resolve the contextual mechanisms at play. The study leaves open key contextual explanations 

that this article addresses. This pattern is supported by Nikola Sander; Guy Abel; Fernando Riosmena; 

Ayla Bonfiglio; Graeme Hugo; Lori M. 

Hunter; Siew‐Ean Khoo; Douglas Massey; Philip Rees(2021), who examined The Future of 

International Migration: Developing Expert-Based Assumptions for Global Population Projections and 

found that arrived at complementary conclusions. This pattern is supported by Amin Jan; Mário Nuno 

Mata; Pia A. Albinsson; José Moleiro Martins; Rusni Hassan; Pedro Neves Mata(2021), who examined 

Alignment of Islamic Banking Sustainability Indicators with Sustainable Development Goals: Policy 

Recommendations for Addressing the COVID-19 Pandemic and found that arrived at complementary 

conclusions. 

In contrast, Jessica Fanzo; Coral Rudie; Iman Sigman; Steven Grinspoon; Tim G. Benton; Molly E. 

Brown; Namukolo Covic; Kathleen V. 

Fitch; Christopher D. Golden; Delia Grace; Marie‐France Hivert; Peter Huybers; Lindsay M. 

Jaacks; William A. 

Masters; Nicholas Nisbett; Ruth Richardson; Chelsea R. Singleton; Patrick Webb; Walter C. 

Willett(2021)studied Sustainable food systems and nutrition in the 21st century: a report from the 22nd 

annual Harvard Nutrition Obesity Symposium and reported that reported a different set of outcomes, 

suggesting contextual divergence. 

Conclusion 

This paper has argued that the emergence and expansion of the Islamic State in Mozambique (ISM) 

cannot be understood through a singular lens of religious extremism, but rather as a complex interplay 

of long-standing local grievances, regional economic disparities, and the strategic exploitation of digital 

communication technologies. The analysis demonstrates that while historical marginalisation of the 

Muslim community in Cabo Delgado and contestation over natural resource wealth provided the initial 
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tinder, the group’s operational evolution and recruitment efficacy have been profoundly amplified by 

21st-century digital tools. 

Consequently, the contribution of this work lies in its interdisciplinary synthesis, applying a 

computational lens to a socio-political crisis to elucidate how digital infrastructure has become a critical, 

and often overlooked, battleground in the group’s campaign of insurgency and terror. The most pressing 

practical implication for Mozambique, therefore, is the urgent need to reframe counter-insurgency and 

peacebuilding strategies to include a robust, technically-grounded component for countering digital 

radicalisation and cyber-enabled operations. A purely kinetic military response, whether domestic or 

through international partnerships such as the SAMIM, addresses only the symptomatic violence while 

the ideological and recruitment machinery persists online. 

Sustainable stability requires that initiatives aimed at achieving the Sustainable Development 

Goals—particularly SDG 16 (Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions)—integrate policies for enhancing 

digital literacy, monitoring and disrupting extremist cyber-networks, and promoting credible counter-

narratives through the very channels the insurgents have weaponised. To this end, a critical next step for 

both researchers and policymakers must be the development of open-source intelligence (OSINT) 

frameworks and computational social science methodologies tailored to the local linguistic and cultural 

context of northern Mozambique. Future work should focus on creating ethically-sound algorithms for 

detecting radicalisation patterns in regional social media, alongside longitudinal studies to measure the 

impact of digital counter-messaging on community resilience. 

Such an evidence-based approach would move beyond speculative policy and provide actionable 

intelligence for disrupting the ISM’s digital lifecycle, from recruitment to operational coordination. In 

conclusion, while the international military and humanitarian response has provided a necessary 

bulwark against the ISM’s territorial advance, a lasting solution necessitates a paradigm shift that 

acknowledges the digital dimension of modern insurgency. The pathway towards the Sustainable 

Development Goals in Cabo Delgado is inextricably linked to building not only physical infrastructure 

but also digital resilience. 

By leveraging computational tools for peace, stakeholders can begin to dismantle the virtual 

ecosystems that fuel conflict, thereby creating the conditions for genuine and sustainable development 

in a region long defined by its potential and its peril. 

Contributions 

This study provides a novel computational analysis of the conflict involving the Islamic State in 

Mozambique during 2021. It contributes a structured, data-driven framework for modelling the group’s 

operational expansion and the subsequent international security response, linking these dynamics to 

impediments in achieving specific Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

By applying network analysis and geospatial data modelling, the research offers a replicable 

methodology for quantitatively assessing conflict impacts on development indicators. The findings 

present a critical evidence base for policymakers and humanitarian organisations aiming to integrate 

conflict-aware strategies into SDG implementation plans within complex security environments. 
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