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Abstract

Indigenous legal knowledge systems in Uganda are deeply rooted in traditional practices and beliefs, influencing  
contemporary law practice through various mechanisms such as customary courts and community-based justice  
interventions. The research employs qualitative and semi-structured interviews with legal practitioners, community 
leaders, and customary court judges to analyse case studies from different regions of Uganda. Data triangulation is  
used for robust validation. Indigenous knowledge systems significantly influence the adjudication process in at 
least one-third of cases heard by traditional courts, particularly in resolving disputes related to land rights and  
inheritance.  The  study  underscores  the  necessity  for  legal  education  reforms  that  incorporate  indigenous 
jurisprudence,  enhancing  judicial  inclusivity  and  legitimacy  across  Ugandan  communities.  Legal  institutions 
should  develop  curricula  that  include  indigenous  knowledge  systems,  encouraging  intercultural  dialogue  and 
promoting equitable justice practices. Policymakers are urged to support community-based justice initiatives as 
integral components of the legal system.

Keywords:  African  Geography,  Indigenous  Knowledge  Systems,  Legal  Pluralism,  Customary  Jurisprudence, 
Traditional Courts, Anthropology of Law, Ethnography

1

mailto:mprice@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.18718670
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.18718670


 2000(1): 8-23 (2000) | Mrs Caroline Price

📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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