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Abstract

Southern African traditional governance structures are deeply rooted in local communities but face challenges in  
integrating with modern democratic systems. A comparative policy analysis approach was employed, focusing on 
legal frameworks, community participation mechanisms, and socio-economic impacts. Traditional councils often 
operate with limited formal recognition, leading to inconsistent application of traditional laws in modern courts.  
Both facilitators and barriers to the integration of traditional governance into Senegalese democracy are identified,  
highlighting  the  need  for  policy  reforms.  Policy  recommendations  include  enhancing  legal  recognitions  of 
traditional  councils,  promoting community dialogue on hybrid governance models,  and integrating traditional 
practices in educational curricula.

Keywords: African geography, Traditional institutions, Modernization theories, Policy frameworks, Community 
participation, Comparative analysis, Governance structures

1

mailto:sdiop@hotmail.com
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.18775683


 2003(1): 2-11 (2003) | Sabrina Diop

📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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