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Abstract

Southern African traditional governance structures have coexisted with modern democratic contexts in various
countries such as Equatorial Guinea. The study employs a qualitative approach to analyse interviews with
traditional leaders and government officials, as well as archival research examining official documents and policy
frameworks related to traditional governance in Equatorial Guinea. A key finding is the significant role played by
traditional chiefs in mediating disputes between communities and the state, often serving as mediators and
arbitrators that complement formal legal systems. This study highlights the importance of understanding both
historical and contemporary influences on governance structures to foster effective integration of traditional
practices into modern democratic frameworks. Policy recommendations include recognising and valuing
traditional leadership roles in official capacity-building programmes, which can enhance community cohesion and
support for democratic institutions.
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