African Transboundary Studies (Rivers, Resources, etc. -
Interdisciplinary)

EEE

Informal Cross-Border Trade Networks and Regional Integration

in ECOWAS: A Theoretical Framework for Congo Context
Nkoyi Ndayo'?, Mponda Mbanga>*
! Marien Ngouabi University, Brazzaville

2 Department of Advanced Studies, Marien Ngouabi University, Brazzaville
* Department of Research, Marien Ngouabi University, Brazzaville

Published: 03 May 2005 | Received: 30 January 2005 | Accepted: 27 March 2005

Correspondence: nndayo@gmail.com

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18817892

Author notes

Nkoyi Ndayo is dffiliated with Marien Ngouabi University, Brazzaville and focuses on African Studies research in Africa.
Mponda Mbanga is dffiliated with Department of Advanced Studies, Marien Ngouabi University, Brazzaville and focuses
on African Studies research in Africa.

Abstract

Informal cross-border trade networks play a significant role in regional integration within ECOWAS (Economic
Community of West African States), facilitating economic growth and poverty reduction across member states.
Theoretical analysis will be employed, drawing from existing literature on ECOWAS and African regional
integration policies, alongside insights from Congo’s economic development context. The theoretical framework
underscores the importance of integrating informal trade into regional integration strategies to enhance economic
resilience and inclusivity. Policy recommendations include fostering collaboration between formal and informal
sectors, promoting regulatory harmonization, and enhancing cross-border infrastructure development.
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This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology,
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