
African Transboundary Studies (Rivers, Resources, etc. - 
Interdisciplinary)

Land Reform and Socio-Economic Transformations in Rwanda: 
An Analytical Framework

Gatete Ruzindana1,2, Kizito Gasasira1,3

1 African Leadership University (ALU), Kigali
2 Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, Rwanda Environment Management Authority (REMA)

3 Rwanda Environment Management Authority (REMA)

Published: 22 August 2010   |   Received: 13 May 2010   |   Accepted: 01 August 2010

Correspondence:   gruzindana@outlook.com  

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18911317

Author notes

Gatete Ruzindana is affiliated with African Leadership University (ALU), Kigali and focuses on African Studies research 
in Africa.

Kizito Gasasira is affiliated with African Leadership University (ALU), Kigali and focuses on African Studies research in 
Africa.

Abstract

Rwanda's land reform policies have been a focal point of socio-economic transformation in East Africa, aiming to 
address historical injustices and promote equitable access to resources. A mixed-methods approach combining  
qualitative interviews with quantitative data analysis to assess changes in land ownership patterns, agricultural  
productivity, and income distribution. The reforms have led to a significant reallocation of land from former elites  
to smallholder farmers, enhancing their productive capacity by over 15% in the targeted regions. Rwanda’s land 
reform has contributed to reducing poverty among smallholders but faces challenges related to tenure security and 
resource  efficiency.  Recommendations  focus  on  strengthening  legal  frameworks  and  promoting  inclusive 
agribusiness development.  Develop comprehensive land management policies,  ensure equitable distribution of 
resources, and foster collaborative partnerships between government and local communities.

Keywords:  Land  Reform,  Socio-Economic  Transformations,  Agrarian  Change,  Equity  Policies,  Rural 
Development, Postcolonial Studies, Critical Discourse Analysis

1

mailto:gruzindana@outlook.com
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.18911317


 2010(1): 22-35 (2010) | Gatete Ruzindana et al.

📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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