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Abstract

This paper explores traditional governance structures in Togo within the context of Southern Africa's modern  
democratic transitions. Qualitative research methods were employed, including interviews and document analysis,  
to understand the dynamics between traditional leadership practices and modern political systems in Togo’s recent  
history. Traditional councils played a significant role in local decision-making processes, often influencing or even 
dictating governmental decisions at the village level.  This influence was particularly pronounced during post-
independence  governance  transitions.  The  study  underscores  the  enduring  impact  of  traditional  leadership 
structures  on  modern  democratic  frameworks  in  Togo,  highlighting  both  challenges  and  synergies  between 
indigenous and state-led governance. Future research should consider integrating more contemporary case studies 
to  provide  a  broader  context  for  understanding  inter-generational  governance  transitions  in  Southern  African 
settings.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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