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Abstract

Technology-enhanced early childhood development (ECD) programmes have gained traction globally as a means
to support children's holistic growth and development. In Ethiopia, where access to quality educational resources
is limited, these programmes aim to bridge this gap by leveraging technological tools. The study employed a
mixed-methods approach involving both quantitative surveys and qualitative interviews with parents, educators,
and village leaders. Data were collected from 10 randomly selected villages that implemented technology-
enhanced ECD programmes over the past two years. Initial findings suggest a positive correlation between
participation in these programmes and improvements in children’s cognitive skills and socio-emotional
development, with an average improvement of 20% in both areas compared to control groups. Qualitative data
indicated that parental engagement was crucial for sustaining programme benefits. The technology-enhanced ECD
programmes appear effective in enhancing child development outcomes, especially when supported by active
parental involvement and community buy-in. Further research should focus on replicating these findings across
more villages to validate the long-term efficacy of such programmes. Policy recommendations include integrating
technology into existing educational curricula and fostering partnerships between local communities and tech
providers. Early Childhood Development, Technology, Ethical Use, Community Engagement, Child Well-being
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