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Abstract

Land reform in Ethiopia has been a focal point for socio-economic transformation in East Africa. This study aims
to explore the dynamics and impacts of land reform initiatives on rural communities, focusing on their
socioeconomic outcomes. A mixed-methods approach combining qualitative interviews with quantitative surveys
was employed. Qualitative data were collected through semi-structured interviews to gain insights into perceptions
and experiences of land reform beneficiaries. Quantitative data were gathered via household surveys to measure
changes in income levels, food security, and access to resources. Qualitative data reveal significant variations in
the impact of land reforms across regions, with some communities experiencing increased agricultural yields but
others facing challenges related to tenure insecurity and resource distribution inequities. Quantitative analysis
indicates a moderate increase in household incomes (15-20%) among beneficiaries compared to non-beneficiaries.
The mixed-methods approach highlights both the positive and negative impacts of land reform policies,
underscoring the need for nuanced policy adjustments and comprehensive support mechanisms. Policy
recommendations include enhancing tenure security through legal reforms, improving resource allocation
strategies, and strengthening community engagement in decision-making processes to mitigate potential social
conflicts.
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