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Abstract

Traditional dispute resolution mechanisms have long played a significant role in access to justice across diverse  
societies, including Seychelles where indigenous legal systems coexist with formal legal frameworks. The research 
employs a comparative approach, analysing data from interviews with community leaders, court records, and legal  
literature.  A thematic analysis  framework is  used to interpret  findings across different  regions of Seychelles.  
Traditional  dispute  resolution  mechanisms  are  particularly  prevalent  in  rural  areas  where  they  account  for 
approximately 40% of all justice cases heard by local courts, highlighting their relevance in addressing specific 
community needs. This study underscores the importance of integrating traditional practices into formal legal  
systems  to  enhance  accessibility  and  effectiveness  in  providing  justice  services  across  Seychelles.  Policy  
recommendations include strengthening collaboration between traditional leaders and modern legal institutions to 
ensure continuity and legitimacy of TDRM, while also promoting education programmes to increase awareness  
about available alternatives.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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